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INTRODUCTION

Cities, no matter how big or small, are made up of 
neighborhoods. Each neighborhood offers varying 
housing styles and conditions. As the city continues 
its progress, continuing to support the rehabilitation 
of and investment in neighborhood housing through 
housing programs will be crucial. 

In addition to a variety of housing, Sandusky’s 
neighborhoods have many anchors spread 
throughout the city including a historic library, 
schools, churches, gyms and many neighborhood 
businesses. The city should continue to support these 
anchors, making investments where necessary, to 
help strengthen Sandusky neighborhoods. Supporting  
new and planned Sandusky City Schools buildings 
with strategic investments around the schools will 
contribute to the growth of Sandusky neighborhoods. 

Strategic investments will make neighborhoods 
safer, more vibrant, and attractive destinations for 
families. However, amenities alone do not make 
a strong neighborhood. In addition to making 
investments in Sandusky’s anchor institutions, 
the city must also invest in both neighborhood 
walkability and connectivity. 

Walkability refers to how easy it is to walk to 
restaurants, parks, shops, and other destinations. 
While some of Sandusky’s neighborhoods are 
particularly walkable, others are not–lacking 
amenities, destinations, and sidewalks. The 
city should focus on adding pedestrian-friendly 
infrastructure, including sidewalks where they are 
lacking, and work to attract businesses to viable 
locations within walking distance of residential areas. 

Connectivity is essential component of urban design. 
Cities and neighborhoods that increase connectivity 
between people and the things they need become 
more vibrant and healthy. Residents have noted that 
some areas of Sandusky feel disconnected from the 
rest. To remedy this, the city should focus on creating 
trails and pathways to connect neighborhoods to each 
other and to the downtown waterfront. 

Safety and a sense of security can be increased 
through increased contact with officers through 
community policing. The Sandusky Police 
Department has made strides in this area over the 
past several years, encouraging all its officers to 
engage in community policing tactics like walking 
and biking through neighborhoods and businesses. 
The department also has two Community Impact 
Officers, and is looking to further increase the 
department’s ability to deal with safety and quality 
of life issues by adding a nuisance control officer. 
Focusing on Community Policing and quality of life 
nuisances will lead to greater community trust in the 
department and a safer and more livable city for all.

Public Outreach is also important for any city. It is 
important to not only know what residents think 
about ongoing or upcoming city plans, but to also hear 
what projects residents would like to see prioritized. 
The City increased its outreach efforts by hiring 
a Neighborhood Outreach Coordinator to engage 
residents through outreach efforts while working on a 
neighborhood improvement initiative. The Outreach 
Coordinator will also work to engage and connect 
neighborhood residents through meetings, events, and 
public programming in the neighborhoods. 

 

In addition to ongoing efforts in the areas of Housing 
Development & Blight Elimination, Neighborhood Amenities 
& Infrastructure, and Neighborhood Safety & Engagement, 
the Sandusky Neighborhood Initiative commemorates the 
City’s 2018 Bicentennial with placemaking and beautification 
efforts in six city neighborhoods.
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Sandusky has a solid neighborhood core to build on, 
with historic housing and many local anchors. With 
investments in housing, neighborhood anchors, 
walkability, and connectivity, the progress being 
made in neighborhoods will increase. 

In 2016, the City of Sandusky made a large 
commitment to neighborhood residents with the 
passage of the Bicentennial Strategic Vision Plan. 
A section of the plan, focused on making Sandusky 
a more livable city, spells out several suggestions to 
make city neighborhoods more livable. The following 
pages expand upon these recommendations and 
build on the city’s efforts to make Sandusky a more 
livable city for all.

The Strategic Vision Plan outlined a holistic 
approach for eliminating blight from Sandusky 
neighborhoods while simultaneously weaving 
in approaches and programs aimed at housing 
stabilization and re-investment. This approach 
was based on data from a 2014 Housing Survey 
completed by the Western Reserve Land 
Conservancy that inspected every property within 
the City limits and assigned a letter grade (“A” 
through “F”) based on condition (i.e. “A” = a 
property in great condition; “F” = a property in likely 
need of demolition). The survey also identified each 
property as occupied or vacant and recommended 
initiatives for the City to explore moving forward. 

Two major realities were revealed about the City’s 
housing stock through the survey:

 ▶ 191 properties (or 2% of the housing stock) were 
identified as “D” or “F” conditioned structures 
including commercial and industrial. “D” and 
“F” properties displayed crumbling foundations, 
open holes and water infiltration or posed 
immediate safety hazards.

 ▶ Although 2% of the housing stock needs to be 
demolished, the report noted that the housing 
stock condition overall is fairly well maintained. 
The study noted that the average age of 
Sandusky’s housing is over 75 years old and it is 
critical to implement steps to ensure that aging 
housing stock does not deteriorate further.

To address the recommendations in the report, the 
City implemented several initiatives aimed at blight 
elimination and housing redevelopment.

HOUSING DEVELOPMENT & BLIGHT ELIMINATION
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BLIGHT ELIMINATION
In 2015, the City began the monumental task of 
attempting to demolish all or most of the almost 
200 residential properties identified in the Western 
Reserve Land Conservancy report in a five-year 
span. Between 2015-2016, almost 50 properties were 
demolished by either the City or the Erie County 
Land Reutilization Corporation (ECLRC). Another 
40 properties are either under contract or planned 
for demolition in 2017.

 ▶ Demolition efforts were supported by a 
successful joint funding application completed 
by ECLRC and the City whereby Erie County 
received approximately $1,150,000 in demolition 
funding through the Neighborhood Initiative 
Program administered by the Ohio Housing 
Finance Agency. The award is the largest level of 
demolition funding ever awarded to Erie County. 

 ▶ The City also began concerted and aggressive 
effort to demolish and remediate vacant 
and abandoned commercial and industrial 
properties. These efforts also will free up 
real estate for commercial and industrial 
development. Sandusky has fallen victim to 
outmigration of manufacturing businesses, 
leaving the City to deal with large, vacant 
and often tax delinquent and contaminated 
properties. Work completed since 2015 includes:

• Demolition of G & C Foundry on W. Monroe.
• Demolition of warehouse at 425 Warren
• Demolition and site clearance at Wisteria 

Farms/Esmond Dairy on Campbell Street
• Demolition and underground storage tank 

removal at former Sunoco Gas Station at 
intersection of Venice and Tiffin

• Pending demolition of Meier’s Winery on 
Campbell

• Pending demolition of American Crayon 
facility on Hayes

 ▶ Continued efforts to aggressively tackle blight 
and improve conditions of the city’s housing 
stock through enhanced code enforcement 
including:

• In 2016, an additional, full-time code 
compliance officer was hired, bringing the 
total # of inspectors to four, a doubling of 
inspectors in less than 18 months. 
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• The city also hired a full-time Housing 
Manager to oversee the day to day operations 
of the Code Enforcement Division. 

• The city now has four seasonal employees 
(up from zero in 2015) who cut tall grass and 
remove trash from vacant properties. 

• A revised high grass ordinance was 
implemented in 2016, which allows for more 
timely abatement of high grass issues on 
vacant lots and at vacant properties. 496 
vacant lots/properties were abated by the 
city in 2016, up from 350 properties in 2015.

• A revised trash ordinance was implemented 
in 2016, which resulted in 88 boulevards 
abated by the City in 2016, up from 5 in 2015.

• A revised dead/unsafe tree ordinance was 
implemented in 2016, which allows the code 
enforcement division to cite and abate dead 
and unsafe trees, in addition to the Division 
of Public Service. This resulted in abatement 
of 26 nuisance trees located on private 
property in 2016, up from zero in 2015.

• First year of implementing revised rental 
registration and inspection that ensures the 
exterior inspection of all rental properties in 
the City at least every three years.

 • Inspections:
 2015 = 3,382
 2016 = 4,762
• Violations:
 2015 = 1,181 (35% of inspections)
 2016 = 1,761 (37% of inspections)

HOUSING DEVELOPMENT
Code enforcement and blight elimination efforts 
are balanced with assistance for property owners 
to bring their properties into compliance with the 
local housing code. As noted in the 2014 WRLC 
study, it is critical for the city to find ways for 
invest in its historic and aging housing stock. 
The city began such efforts through the creation 
of the Housing Development and Beautification 
program in 2016, which reserved $250,000 in 
grant assistance to be provided to property owners 
for housing enhancements including exterior 
repairs, substantial rehabilitation, downpayment 
assistance and landscaping. Due to the success 
and interest in the program, this funding amount 
was increased to $300,000 for 2017. 

Results from the 2016 program include:

 ▶ Exterior Repair:
• Committed $134,000 to exterior repair 

projects
• Leveraging an additional $280,000 in 

private investment (a 2:1 ratio)
• Total investments of $415,000
• 72 total houses assisted
• 16 projects resulted in the correction of 

outstanding code violations (22%)

 ▶ Substantial Redevelopment:
• Committed $7,000 to substantial 

redevelopment projects
• Leveraging an additional $139,000 in private 

investment (20:1 ratio)
• Total investments of $146,000
• Two houses assisted

 ▶ Landscaping:
• Committed $6,000 to landscaping projects
• Leveraged an additional $2,000 in private 

investment
• Total investments of $8,000
• 17 total houses assisted

 ▶ Downpayment Assistance:
• Committed $103,000 to new owner occupied 

home purchases
• 32 homes assisted with
• 12 houses were/are formerly vacant (38%)
• 29 buyers are first time home buyers (91%)
• 9 buyers are relocating from outside of 

Sandusky (28%)

 ▶ Totals:
• Committed $250,000 across all four 

programs
• Leveraged an additional $434,000 in private 

investment and 32 home purchases
• 123 total houses assisted

Additionally, the City is currently working with 
Sandusky City Schools on the creation of a 
residential tax abatement program to incentivize 
the construction or rehabilitation of neighborhood 
homes.
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The Vision Plan recommended building upon 
existing (or planned) neighborhood anchors. 
The plan recommended increasing the city’s 
investment in sidewalks and housing, which led to 
the reinstitution of a city sidewalk improvement 
program. This program is intended to remove and 
replace damaged sidewalks, as well as the overgrown 
trees that damaged them. In 2016 the city spent 
$100,000 on the program; over $200,000 has been 
budgeted for 2017 tree/sidewalk improvements. 
2,970 feet of sidewalks were replaced in 2016; 5,840 
feet are planned to be replaced in 2017.

The new Clean and Safe program will also allow 
city forestry workers to focus more time on 
neighborhood tree maintenance. Clean and Safe is 
an ambassador program in a designated, contiguous 
area of downtown Sandusky. It will provide various 
cleaning and maintenance services. If downtown 
property owners see the merits of the program, a 
special improvement district may be created in the 
near future to fund this service long term.

In accordance with the Vision Plan, the five-year 
capital plan has funding for several park master plan 
improvements. Investments were made in Orlando 
Pace Park and Wilbert Park in 2016. Upcoming park 
upgrades include Churchwell Park (2017), Jaycee 
Park (2018), Huron Park (2019) and Amvets/Sprau 
Park (2019). Lions Park is currently undergoing a 
master planning process, including a redesign of the 
entrance, parking lot, and park layout. 

NEIGHBORHOOD AMENITIES & INFRASTRUCTURE
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Tree Program

The Tree Program is 
aimed at the mainte-
nance of Sandusky’s 
urban forest. 

In 2016, 233 dead, dying 
or nuisance trees were 
removed, while another 
150 trees were trimmed. 
145 new trees were 
planted. 

Sidewalk Program

This program is intend-
ed to make Sandusky a 
more walkable city by 
repairing or replacing 
damaged sections of 
sidewalk. 

In 2016, the city 
repaired 2,970 feet 
of sidewalk, or 282 
sidewalk slabs. Almost 
double that amount 
(5,840 feet of sidewalk) 
is planned to be replaced 
in 2017. 

Street Resurfacing Program

The City of Sandusky will continue to repair and 
repave roads in the upcoming years. Road repairs 
(“Milling and Filling”) have been made to Cove Park 
Boulevard and Boalt Street, with East Washington at 
Meigs and others still to come. 

Complete street resurfacing is scheduled for parts of 
the following streets: 

 ▶ 2017 – Venice Heights Boulevard 
 ▶ 2018 –Bardshar Road, Dorn Avenue, Gartland 

Avenue, and Warren Street
 ▶ 2019 – Wayne Street., Hancock Street, Sycamore 

Line, and Shoreline Drive
 ▶ 2020 – Pierce Street, Thomas Street, Rockwell 

Street, and Meigs Street
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As suggested in the Vision Plan, the City has hired a 
Neighborhood Outreach Coordinator to work closely 
with residents and local organizations to facilitate 
neighborhood outreach and engagement efforts. 
The Outreach Coordinator attends monthly block 
watch meetings with existing neighborhood 
organizations and is working with residents to 
create neighborhood organizations in areas where 
they do not already exist. The Outreach Coordinator 
is also working with the local schools and youth-
related organizations to restore the formerly defunct 
Sandusky Youth Commission. He has also worked 
closely with college students (from Bowling Green  
and Kent State so far) on projects based in the 
City of Sandusky. These projects have included 
architecture students designing model homes for 
several neighborhoods, imagining and designing 
gateway signage into Sandusky, and a graduate 
public administration survey, among others. 

In terms of safety, the Sandusky Police Department 
is focusing on engagement and community 
policing efforts. The Department has two full-
time Community Impact Officers who focus on 
neighborhood and quality of life issues. All officers 
are now encouraged to exit their vehicles and walk 
through area neighborhoods, parks, and businesses, 
to increase familiarity with and good will toward 
Sandusky’s officers. 

Community Impact officers have been working 
in unison with other departments to solve 
neighborhood issues, namely code complaints. 
Officers have been out in the neighborhoods, 
working side by side with housing officials to identify 
and correct code violations. 

The city is in the process of adding an officer 
dedicated to nuisance complaints. The Nuisance 
Officer will be able to focus on code related concerns, 
along with animal complaints and other quality of 
life issues.

NEIGHBORHOOD SAFETY & ENGAGEMENT
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In 2016, City of Sandusky Police conducted:
 ▶ 723 Business Walks 
 ▶ 751 Neighborhood Walks 
 ▶ 865 Park Walks 
 ▶ 1977 hours of continuing education classes on 

topics including crisis de-escalation with a focus 
on mental illness, community-police relations, 
and human trafficking

In 2016, Outreach efforts included:
 ▶ the City partnering with community 

members to host the first city-wide cleanup
 ▶ Winter programming at Jaycee Park, with 

the Tennis Courts converted to an ice skating 
rink, which drew over 100 area residents  

 ▶ Public meetings within neighborhoods 
to discuss possible neighborhood 
improvements

 ▶ A public meeting at the Sandusky State 
Theatre discussing Jackson Street Pier 
possibilities, drawing over 100 residents and 
stakeholders
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Each of the six neighborhoods has a series of goals, 
plus actions to achieve them. Anchor projects, place 
making investments, and a designated model blocks 
area are identified for each neighborhood.

TARGETED NEIGHBORHOOD INVESTMENTS
The Vision Plan calls for the city to make strategic 
investments in neighborhoods, starting by 
selecting between five and seven neighborhoods 
for investment. The city responded by hiring 
Kent State University’s Cleveland Urban Design 
Collaborative (CUDC) to serve as consultants for the 
planning process. The following pages outline the 
planning process for these targeted neighborhood 
investments, individualized plans and projects for 
each, along with city-wide strategies for effective 
neighborhood planning. 

Neighborhoods were selected for this initiative 
based on economic, demographic, geographic, 
and architectural diversity. Together, the selected 
neighborhoods represent key aspects of the city as 
a whole. The initial six neighborhoods selected for 
targeted investment include:

 ▶ First thru Fifth Street Neighborhood
 ▶ Cove District
 ▶ South of Kilbourne Plat
 ▶ Garden District
 ▶ South Side
 ▶ West End 

To better understand neighborhood conditions 
and priorities, three meetings were held in each 
neighborhood to ask residents what type of 
investments and changes they would like to see in 
their area. 

Each of the selected six neighborhoods focused on 
the following:

 ▶ Model Block Program A portion of each 
neighborhood (about 200 houses) will receive 
targeted housing funds for projects such as 
exterior repairs, landscaping, and demolition.

 ▶ Anchor Project Neighborhood were selected 
based on the presence of existing anchors or 
the ability to create an anchor project, such 
as a major park renovation, trail project, or 
streetscaping plan for a major corridor. 

 ▶ Neighborhood Identity and Beautification 
Signage, public art and distinctive neighborhood 
names help enhance market demand and 
pride of place. Each neighborhood will receive 
neighborhood identity signage and potential 
gateways, and small scale beautification efforts.

 ▶ Programming and Outreach The 
Neighborhood Outreach Coordinator will 
support and implement programming and 
events such as neighborhood cleanups and block 
parties, in the neighborhoods. 

The following plans were formed using these 
baseline deliverables and developed at meetings with 
neighborhood residents. The following pages outline 
each neighborhood plan, including recommended 
model block areas and possible improvement projects. 
City-wide or multi-neighborhood recommendations 
and tracking metrics are also outlined. 
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Model Block Program
The Model Block area includes First, Second, Third, 
and Fourth Streets (west of the planned Sandusky 
City Schools 1st & 2nd grade school) between 
Sycamore and Ontario Streets. These streets were 
chosen to reinforce the investment being made 
by Sandusky City Schools, by strengthening the 
surrounding neighborhood. 

Model Block enhancements will focus on code 
compliance, community events and programming, 
and green model blocks investments such as energy 
audits, home weatherization, and installation 
of energy saving light fixtures and water saving 
landscapes. Also, there is an opportunity to explore 
potential zoning changes that would allow for 
transient vacation rentals, given the close proximity 
to the lake.
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FIRST THRU FIFTH

Anchor Project
 ▶ The new Ontario School will be an important 

neighborhood anchor. The Sandusky 
Neighborhood Initiative will look to leverage 
the new Ontario School with infill housing and 
neighborhood connections. 

Neighborhood Identity & Beautification
1. Formalize neighborhood identities and reinforce 

with investments in signage and identity 
features for the McKelvey Plat and Historic 
Erie Boulevard areas, including signage and 
landscaping at key locations such as McKinley 
Street and Cleveland Road; Erie Boulevard 
and Cleveland Road; and Ogontz Street and 
Cleveland Road. The intersection of Sycamore 
Line and Perry Street and the north end of 
Ogontz and First Street are also important 
locations for gateway signage.

2. Enhance landscaping along high traffic corridors 
such as Sycamore, Cleveland Street, and First 
Street as a beautification strategy. 

3. Traffic calming measures, including additional 
stop signs and crosswalks as needed, to slow 
traffic in business area.

Other Potential Priorities
 ▶ Alley maintenance efforts throughout the 

neighborhood and possible green alley pilot project
 ▶ Crosswalks and pedestrian signage along Ogontz 

Street to draw people toward the lake.
 ▶ Green space improvements to small site at the 

north end of Ogontz Street near the lake, to 
provide a neighborhood waterfront destination 
and a connection to the Pier Track.

 ▶ Trail along railroad spur to link residents to 
lakefront and downtown. 

 ▶ Upgrade Sandusky shrubs as an important 
identity feature.

A Pier-to-Park Trail would connect to key amenities like the 
new Ontario School. 

A proposed pocket park for a gateway site at Cleveland 
Road and Erie Boulevard. 

Historic district signage to reinforce neighborhood identity.
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Model Block Program
The Model Block area for the Cove District includes 
Meigs Street and Sycamore Street. Meigs Street was 
chosen due to its high visibility. Sycamore Street was 
chosen because of its central location within the Cove 
District. Model Block improvements will focus on 
continued code enforcement, home improvements, 
a paint program, and a landscaping initiative. The 
Model Block effort could also include the possible 
rezoning for parts of the neighborhood to allow for 
additional vacation rentals.

*
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Anchor Project 
 ▶ Implementation of the Pier Track as a 

neighborhood amenity and city-wide destination 
that will be a key part of the planned Sandusky 
Bay Pathway. 

 ▶ Meigs Street reconstruction.

Neighborhood Identity & Beautification
1. Identify major gateways for signage and public 

art projects, including distinctive lighting on 
Cove Street at Sycamore and beautification/
streetscape improvements for Meigs Street, a 
major access way to the neighborhood.

2. Create small but meaningful areas for seating 
and public access near the waterfront, including 
a green space on Meigs Street, to open up views 
to the water.

3. Continue bike paths to First Street and connect 
to Downtown.

Other Potential Priorities 
 ▶ Trail along railroad spur that will link residents 

to the lakefront and downtown.
 ▶ Winter amenities.
 ▶ Addressing safety concerns such as absentee 

landlords and break-ins.

COVE DISTRICT

The Pier Track could become a unique regional destination 
and local neighborhood connection.

Potential public linkage to the waterfront.

Potential green space on Meigs Street.
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Model Block Program
The Model Block area is along the Hancock Corridor, 
between Scott and Monroe Street, extending west 
to include Wayne Street. This area was chosen due 
to the high impact that could be made along the 
Hancock Street Corridor and its surrounding streets. 
Model Block investments will be targeted toward 
exterior home maintenance and code compliance.
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Anchor Project 
 ▶ Improvements to Jaycee Park, including 

enhanced entrances off Milan Road and Osborne 
Street, renovation of the Scott May basketball 
court, and a bike/pedestrian trail linking Jaycee 
Park north to the waterfront.

Neighborhood Identity & Beautification
1. Beautification of the Hancock Corridor with 

landscaping, public art, and gateways extending 
to the downtown area.

2. Pedestrian improvements and traffic calming to 
reinforce the Walk Wayne initiative along Wayne  
Street from Monroe to Washington, including 
signage (children playing) and speed tables.

3. Seamless connections and better gateway 
treatments for Jaycee Park.

4. Pedestrian improvements to intersection of 
Columbus, Campbell, and Scott. 

Other Potential Priorities
 ▶ Crosswalks between each part of Huron Park, to 

help unify the park.
 ▶ Repairs and improvements to alley conditions 

throughout the neighborhood.

SOUTH OF  KILBOURNE PLAT

Signage and pedestrian enhancements in the Cable Park 
historic district along Wayne Street

Lighting and signage for Jaycee Park entrance

Intersection improvements for enhanced pedestrian safety

CO
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M
B

U
S AVE.
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Model Block Program
The Model Block areas for the Garden District 
are Central Avenue and Osborne Street, 
important north/south and east/west streets in 
the neighborhood where investments will have 
an impact on surrounding areas. Osborne Street 
has high speed traffic and needs traffic calming 
measures. Central Avenue has a concentration of 
historic housing. 

*
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Anchor Project 
 ▶ Major improvements to Hayes Avenues to 

support “Eds and Meds” development and 
the “Healthy Hayes” identity. This includes 
streetscape enhancements, bike and pedestrian 
improvements, banners, and lighting/public art 
for Hayes underpass.

 ▶ Potential Osborne School redevelopment, with 
market assessment to determine best uses for 
the building once it is no longer needed as a 
school and site investments to ensure that the 
school property remains a community asset.

Neighborhood Identity & Beautification
1. Traffic tables or other traffic calming efforts for 

Osborne Street.
2. Central Park improvements including picnic 

pavilion, picnic tables, grills, adult outdoor 
recreation options, such as sand volleyball, 
benches, and a splash pad.

3. Pilot program for improvements (repairs or 
repaving) for neighborhood alleys.

Other Potential Priorities 
 ▶ Community programs in the parks.
 ▶ Green space/park to encourage outdoor dining 

for Victory Kitchen, and community garden near 
Victory Kitchen.

 ▶ Short-term beautification of the American 
Crayon Factory site that doesn’t limit on-going 
deconstruction efforts of the factory building.

GARDEN DISTRICT

Hayes Avenue improvements could include bike lanes, 
banners, planters, and small public spaces along the corridor. 

A community garden along Depot Street to provide fresh 
produce for Victory Kitchen. 

Traffic calming for Osborne Street. 
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Model Block Program
The Model Block areas include the streets surrounding 
Lions Park to complement the City’s investments in 
the park. Housing repairs and maintenance in this 
area will enhance the neighborhood’s appeal for 
current and prospective residents. 
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Anchor Project 
 ▶ Streetscape/bike and pedestrian improvements 

for Venice Road including bike lanes and 
continuous sidewalks on at least one side of 
Venice Road.

 ▶ Continue master plan implementation for  
Lions Park including an improved entrance to 
the parking lot, electricity in shelters, shelter 
upgrades, more benches facing the water, and 
more grills and tables.

Neighborhood Identity & Beautification
1. Lighting and landscaping for Venice Connector; 

evergreens to block the view at the end of Venice 
near George Street; flashing 90 degree turn sign 
on Venice Connector.

2. Community gathering space, such as a public 
access point to Cold Creek at city-owned pump 
station site at Venice Road and Fremont, or 
an overlook near Pickerel Creek, on a publicly 
owned site off of Cold Creek Boulevard.

3. Further development of neighborhood identity, 
including signage for Historic Venice Village. 

Other Potential Priorities
 ▶ Improved connectivity between Cold Creek 

Crossing and Venice Heights Elementary.
 ▶ Renovations to Wilbert Street Park.
 ▶ Closure of LaSalle Street to deter late-night drug 

activity.
 ▶ Overall neighborhood maintenance including 

street and sidewalk repairs and, tree trimming.

WEST END

Signage, landscaping, and lighting to make drivers aware of 
the Venice Road Connector near George Street

Venice Road sidewalks and bike lanes

Possible public access point to Pickerel Creek on a 
publicly-owned site along Cold Creek Drive, including a 
viewing platform with terraced seating. 
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Model Block Program
The Model Block areas includes part of Buchanan 
Street and the streets surrounding Churchwell Park. 
Buchanan Street was chosen in anticipation of the 
new school (part of Sandusky City Schools) planned 
for the area, since this street will serve as a main route 
to the school. The streets surrounding Churchwell 
Park were chosen to address the deteriorating housing 
surrounding the park.
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SOUTH SIDE

Anchor Project 
 ▶ Major upgrades to Churchwell Park, including 

enhanced signage and lighting to make park 
safer and more visible in the neighborhood, a 
park structure with running water, restrooms, a 
sheltered play space, and a splash park.

 ▶ Land assembly and future infill housing around 
the Churchwell Park.

 ▶ Possible small-scale retail development at 
southern end of Churchwell Park, off of Perkins, 
to serve neighborhood shopping needs.

Neighborhood Identity & Beautification
1. Lighting, landscaping, and bike lanes for 

Buchanan Street, a key route to the high school.
2. Lighting and art for the Camp and Hayes 

underpasses, possibly in partnership with high 
school art department.

3. Short-term beautification of the American 
Crayon Factory site that doesn’t limit on-going 
deconstruction efforts on the site.

4.  The Great Wall of Legends mural along Strobel 
Field at Cedar Point Stadium.

Other Potential Priorities 
 ▶ Continued and increased code enforcement.
 ▶ Improvements to alleys to address overgrown 

vegetation, flooding, and pavement conditions.
 ▶ Expanded community programming in 

Churchwell Park, year-round.

Proposed upgrades to Churchwell park include a walking 
trail, splash pad, lighting, and signage, with future infill 
residential development around the park.

Lighting and signage at the Hayes Avenue underpass would 
provide a safer and more appealing pedestrian connection 
to the South Side.

A design concept for th Great Wall of Legends highlights 
local athletes through a picuture, short biography, and the 
athlete’s signature. 
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COMMUNITY 
ENGAGEMENT 
The planning process was led by Kent State 
University’s Cleveland Urban Design Collaborative. 
In total, 13 public meetings and two steering 
committee meetings were held between October 
2016 to February 2017. 

 ▶ Each of the six neighborhoods was engaged 
in an initial listening session where residents 
weighed in on current neighborhood needs and 
neighborhood  identity. 

 ▶ The second set of meetings explored preliminary 
design ideas and alternatives. Model blocks, 
identity and wayfinding projects, anchor 
projects, and “quick win” projects were 
presented for discussion. 

 ▶ Feedback from the second set of meetings 
shaped the final plan recommendations which 
were presented to each of the neighborhoods at a 
community meetings held in mid-February. 

The final planning recommendations are presented 
in this report. 



24

“A trail to the 
railroad spur would 
be good for kids to 
connect to.”

24
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PROJECT TIMELINE

Community priorities were gathered through a variety 
of methods--including voting on individual projects, 
mapping exercises with the community, larger discussion 
sessions, and a menu of neighborhood choices. 

SEPTEMBER OCTOBER NOVEMBER FEBRUARYDECEMBER JANUARY

PHASE I PHASE II PHASE III

EXISTING CONDITIONS

GATHER COMMUNITY INPUT

PU
BL

IC MEETING
 IIIFEB. 18PU

BL

IC MEETING
 II

DEC. 
6-15PU

BL

IC MEETING
 IOCT 23-

NOV. 3

DEVELOP RECOMMENDATIONS

FINAL REPORT

2016 2017

STEERING COMMITTEE
OCT 19

STEERING COMMITTEE
FEB. 9



26

SUMMARY OF FEEDBACK

1st thru 5th
 ▶ This part of the city is largely stable and  has 

desirable housing stock and amenities.
 ▶ Major focus should be paid to the 

neighborhood’s gateways, like Sandusky Plaza.
 ▶ Alleys are a maintenance concern.
 ▶ Identity of the neighborhoods through signage 

and gateways would be helpful. 
 ▶ The new Ontario School provides an opportunity 

to address traffic issues (school buses and cars) 
and to improve neighborhood interface. 

 ▶ Many residents support a Pier-to-Park trail, but 
there are privacy concerns for adjacent property 
owners and property ownership along the 
proposed route needs to be further explored.

Cove District
 ▶ The Cove District is a stable and tight knit 

community. 
 ▶ Major concerns around the Pier Track include 

bridging between the channel and pier to allow 
for both boat access and pedestrian/bike access. 

 ▶ Code enforcement for houses on Meigs Street 
is a priority. Better maintenance and new 
development  along this important entry corridor  
will enhance the overall neighborhood.

 ▶ In busy summer months, parking and visitors 
becoming lost in the area can be problematic. 

Community input was gathered through mapping 
exercises, discussion sessions, voting on individual 
projects, and a menu of neighborhood choices. 
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Garden District
 ▶ Proximity to schools and the hospital is a 

positive aspect of the neighborhood. 
 ▶ Sidewalks need repairs and replacement. 
 ▶ Alleys tend to be particularly troublesome and 

under-maintained in this neighborhood. 
 ▶ Osborne Street is in need of traffic control 

measures.
 ▶ Osborne School could be re-purposed for 

housing.
 ▶ Hayes Avenue streetscape improvements 

and pedestrian amenities would reinforce the 
“Healthy Hayes” identity.

 ▶ Parks need slides, swings, and restrooms all 
within close proximity. 

 ▶ Strong social infrastructure through block clubs 
and social organizations is positive. 

West End
 ▶ There are issues with the Venice Connector in 

terms of visibility, safety, and wayfinding.
 ▶ Sidewalks along Venice Road are needed to 

connect the multiple destinations along it. 
 ▶ Cold Creek feels hidden
 ▶ Shore erosion at Lions Park has created unsafe 

conditions.
 ▶ Redevelopment of the Sunoco site and a holding 

strategy for the G&C Foundry site are priorities.
 ▶ Flooding is an issue in parts of the West End. 
 ▶ Connections between the south and north parts 

of the neighborhood should be strengthened. 
The rail line creates a division. 

 ▶ Access to the water  and better connectivity 
through trails and paths are a priority. 

South Side
 ▶ Churchwell Park is a community anchor that 

needs updates, including better access and 
running water.

 ▶ Sidewalk connectivity is a concern.
 ▶ The overpass on Hayes Avenue needs to be 

better maintained.
 ▶ There are numerous vacant properties in the 

neighborhood. 
 ▶ New housing, especially around Churchwell 

Park, would enhance the neighborhood.
 ▶ Connectivity to the north side of the tracks and 

to the high school are a priority.
 ▶ General maintenance and demolition of vacant 

houses is a priority. 
 ▶ Existing community organizations do much for 

the neighborhood. 

South of   
Kilbourne Plat

 ▶ Jaycee Park needs to be upgraded—especially 
basketball courts, entry points into the park, and 
lighting.

 ▶ Linking to the Pier-to-Park trail would be 
desirable. 

 ▶ The gardens and amenities at Nehemiah Center 
could serve as a community anchor.

 ▶ Lighting throughout the neighborhood is  a 
concern. Kids start school early. 

 ▶ Safe sidewalks are necessary to connect to the 
high school. 

 ▶ “Get to know your neighbors” events would help 
build identity and cohesion. 
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1ST THRU 5TH 
The First thru Fifth Street area is the 
easternmost neighborhood made up of 
well-kept single family residential homes. 

Current Conditions – Anchored near 
both the water and historic Downtown 
Sandusky, the First thru Fifth Street 
Neighborhood is made up of two distinct 
areas. The first area, First-Fifth Street, 
surrounds to Ontario School site. The 
second area, containing larger and less 
densely situated homes, is the Historic Erie 
Boulevard area. This section is located 
between Fifth Street and Cleveland Road 
including Hollyrood Road, Waverly Road, 
Marlboro Street, Buckingham Street, 
and Ogontz Street. The areas combine 
to form one of Sandusky’s more stable 
neighborhoods, having 64 percent of 
its housing units owner occupied and 
boasting the highest median household 
income of all the selected neighborhoods.

Priorities – Priorities for the 
neighborhood include creating/
strengthening neighborhood identity, 
improving housing code compliance, alley 
maintenance, connections to the lake, as 
well as leveraging the new school planned 
for the Ontario School site. 

28
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Model Block Program
The Model Block area includes First, Second, Third, 
and Fourth Streets (west of the planned Sandusky 
City Schools 1st & 2nd grade school) between 
Sycamore and Ontario Streets. These streets were 
chosen to reinforce the investment being made 
by Sandusky City Schools, by strengthening the 
surrounding neighborhood. 

Model Block enhancements will focus on code 
compliance, community events and programming, 
and green model blocks investments such as energy 
audits, home weatherization, and installation 
of energy saving light fixtures and water saving 
landscapes. Also, there is an opportunity to explore 
potential zoning changes that would allow for 
transient vacation rentals, given the close proximity 
to the lake.
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Anchor Project
 ▶ The new Ontario School will be an important 

neighborhood anchor. The Sandusky 
Neighborhood Initiative will look to leverage 
the new Ontario School with infill housing and 
neighborhood connections. 

Neighborhood Identity & Beautification
1. Formalize neighborhood identities and reinforce 

with investments in signage and identity 
features for the McKelvey Plat and Historic 
Erie Boulevard areas, including signage and 
landscaping at key locations such as McKinley 
Street and Cleveland Road; Erie Boulevard 
and Cleveland Road; and Ogontz Street and 
Cleveland Road. The intersection of Sycamore 
Line and Perry Street and the north end of 
Ogontz and First Street are also important 
locations for gateway signage.

2. Enhance landscaping along high traffic corridors 
such as Sycamore, Cleveland Street, and First 
Street as a beautification strategy. 

3. Traffic calming measures, including additional 
stop signs and crosswalks as needed, to slow 
traffic in business area.

Other Potential Priorities
 ▶ Alley maintenance efforts throughout the 

neighborhood and possible green alley pilot project
 ▶ Crosswalks and pedestrian signage along Ogontz 

Street to draw people toward the lake.
 ▶ Green space improvements to small site at the 

north end of Ogontz Street near the lake, to 
provide a neighborhood waterfront destination 
and a connection to the Pier Track.

 ▶ Trail along railroad spur to link residents to 
lakefront and downtown. 

 ▶ Upgrade Sandusky shrubs as an important 
identity feature.

A Pier-to-Park Trail would connect to key amenities like the 
new Ontario School. 

A proposed pocket park for a gateway site at Cleveland 
Road and Erie Boulevard. 

Historic district signage will help 
reinforce neighborhood identity.
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1 ANCHOR PROJECT: Pier-to-Park Trail
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Sandusky is connected through a network of 
pathways–both existing and proposed. The map 
at left shows existing and proposed routes (from 
the Bayfront Corridor Plan) in red. It shows major 
connections suggested as part of this plan in 
black. The blue dotted line shows possible future 
connections to foster a robust bike and trail network 
connecting several neighborhoods. 
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Left: Organized runs 
and holiday events could 
be organized along the 
connector trail.
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Nodes in a Network
Trail networks work best when a mixture of 
ingredients work together. They can connect 
multiple destinations (local, historic, recreational) 
and provide year round access. They can also be 
programmed with walk/run events, tours, and 
festivals to highlight their unique qualities and tell a 
larger story about the city.

Visual & Temporary
500 Plates (left) in downtown Akron, OH brought 
together 500 community members on a stretch of a 
decommissioned highway to imagine its future while 
sharing a meal. 

Paris Dinner en Blanc (above) is an annual event 
where people dress in all white to attend a large-
scale community potluck. The visual cohesion 
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creates a unique experience and people meet each 
others in ways that may not happen in their daily 
lives. Participants bring their own chairs, homemade 
dishes, small tables, and white tablecloths. 
Afterward, they leave the space as they found it. 

Permanent & Narrative
Boston’s Freedom Trail (right) is a 2.5 mile path 
network through the heart of Boston. It traces 
important moments in the American Revolution. 
Paving patterns and plaques mark key locations and 
connect to historic destinations like Faneuil Hall 
and the Paul Revere House. It is one of the most 
traversed paths in the country. Regular events also 
help foster a sense of place. 

Left: Historic image 
showing the former rail 
line as highlighted. The 
loop is approximately 4 
miles in length, creating 
opportunities to connect 
much of the east and 
northern parts of the city. 
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Red parcels are privately 
owned; green sites are 
publicly owned. 
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Conceptual plan showing 
linked sites with trails, 
plantings, and connections 
to local destinations 
including Jaycee Park, 
Huron Park, Battery Park 
and Ontario School.
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The schematic design for 
Ontario School allows for 
efficient drop-off and pickup 
by buses and cars. This will 
help address neighbors’ 
concerns about school-
related traffic. 

A slight alteration of the 
plan allows for a similar 
number of parking spaces, 
keeps the same traffic 
flow, includes a small 
playing field, and makes a 
connection to the proposed 
Pier-to-Park Trail. 

2 Ontario School Redevelopment

The new school planned for the Ontario School site 
will be a neighborhood anchor for years to come. 
This creates an opportunity for the city to leverage 
this investment even further, by adding amenities 
to the surrounding area. One way to build on this 
investment would be connecting the school lot to the 
planned Sandusky Bay Pathway. 
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View of the Pier-to-Park trail 
linking to the new Ontario 
School. The play field could 
be open to the public after 
school hours. 

Example of how the 
proposed Pier-to-Park 
multi-use trail would connect 
across the street, south of 
Ontario School. 
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Sandusky Plaza is a major commercial anchor 
in the First-through Fifth neighborhood. A deep 
setback limits the visibility of the businesses in the 
plaza. Also, the large parking lot is underused and 
inefficiently laid out. Softening the edges to include 
landscaping and seating may increase retail traffic, 
particularly from residents who live near the plaza. 
Landscaping parts of the site and introducing 
permeable pavement would allow rainwater to soak 
into the ground, possibly providing a cost-savings 
through a reduction in the sewer fees that may be 
assessed to the plaza. 

3 Sandusky Plaza
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Landscaping the edges of 
the plaza would provide a 
safer and more appealing 
connection for pedestrians.

Permeable pavement and 
landscape islands would 
allow for stormwater 
collection and infiltration.

A spur of the proposed 
Pier-to-Park trail could direct 
cyclists and pedestrians 
toward Sandusky Plaza. 
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Alleys are a concern for residents, who would like to 
see an overall program to improve alley conditions 
across the city, either with city funding program or 
through the an assessment of property owners along 
each alley. 

In addition to basic repairs and maintenance, a green 
alley pilot project could explore alley upgrades. A 
green alley allows rainwater to flow through the 
pavement and be absorbed into the ground. This 
reduces flooding problems. Green alleys would also 
allow for better bike and pedestrian connections 
through the neighborhood.

4 Alley Improvements
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Most alleys are not linked to 
a city’s sewer system and 
it would be expensive to 
connect them. A green alley 
pilot project would provide 
an opportunity to explore 
low-inpact alternatives 
for managing stormwater 
runoff.

Permeable pavers (which 
allow rain water to flow 
through and be absorbed 
into the ground) and proper 
grading can reduce flooding 
problems in alleys. 

Rain barrels for houses 
along the alleys will reduce 
the amount of stormwater 
that enters the city’s sewer 
system or runs off into alleys
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Above: A site at the 
intersection of Erie 
Boulevard and Cleveland 
Road could be re-purposed 
as a pocket park with 
benches, public art, and 
gateway signage. 

Left: The San Bay building 
is a good location for a 
mural due to its blank 
facade and high-visibility 
location along Cleveland 
Road. Signage at the corner 
could direct visitors to local 
destinations. 

5 Gateways & Identity
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Neighborhood identity 
signage and landscaping at 
entry points. 

Signage along Ogontz 
Street would direct people 
north to the pier track 
and create a stronger 
connection between the 
First thru Fifth neighborhood 
and the Lake.

The high-visibility 
intersection of Cleveland 
Road and Sycamore 
Line features “Sandusky” 
spelled out in shrubs. This 
is a familiar landmark for 
people entering the city. 
Prominent crosswalks 
would make it easier for 
pedestrians to cross the 
street at this location. 
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COVE 
DISTRICT
The Cove is a collection of single family 
homes featuring many boathouses, set 
along the historic Sandusky waterfront. 

Current Conditions – Situated along 
the Sandusky Bay, the Cove District is 
the smallest neighborhood in the initiative 
by both land and population. The Cove’s 
median age is the 2nd oldest of all 
selected neighborhoods (45.9), and the 
district also has a high number of rentals 
(45 % vs. 22% own) and vacant property 
(33%). Due to its size and location on the 
water, the Cove has a strong established 
neighborhood identity. 

Priorities – Priorities for the 
neighborhood include improving gateway 
streets in and surrounding the Cove 
such as Meigs & Sycamore Streets, 
strengthening the connection between 
the Cove and downtown, and improving 
access to the waterfront. Due to the high 
number of vacant properties, attention 
should also be focused on demolishing 
blighted properties. 

48
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“Meigs Street is a 
gateway.”

50



51

*

Model Block Program
The Model Block area for the Cove District includes 
Meigs Street and Sycamore Street. Meigs Street was 
chosen due to its high visibility. Sycamore Street was 
chosen because of its central location within the Cove 
District. Model Block improvements will focus on 
continued code enforcement, home improvements, 
a paint program, and a landscaping initiative. The 
Model Block effort could also include the possible 
rezoning for parts of the neighborhood to allow for 
additional vacation rentals.

Anchor Project 
 ▶ Implementation of the Pier Track as a 

neighborhood amenity and city-wide destination 
that will be a key part of the planned Sandusky 
Bay Pathway. 

 ▶ Meigs Street reconstruction.

Neighborhood Identity & Beautification
1. Identify major gateways for signage and public 

art projects, including distinctive lighting on 
Cove Street at Sycamore and beautification/
streetscape improvements for Meigs Street, a 
major access way to the neighborhood.

2. Create small but meaningful areas for seating 
and public access near the waterfront, including 
a green space on Meigs Street, to open up views 
to the water.

3. Continue bike paths to First Street and connect 
to Downtown.

Other Potential Priorities 
 ▶ Trail along railroad spur that will link residents 

to the lakefront and downtown.
 ▶ Winter amenities.
 ▶ Addressing safety concerns such as absentee 

landlords and break-ins.
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1  ANCHOR PROJECT: Sandusky Bay Pathway 
 Connection & Pier Track

Above: Initial cost opinion 
from the Sandusky 
Bicentennial Vision Plan.
Source: City Architecture
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Residents of the Cove expressed that due to its 
location, the Cove can feel disconnected from other 
neighborhoods and the downtown area. Residents 
also expressed desire for improved areas and ways 
to view and access the waterfront. Connecting the 
Pier Track with a draw bridge to Battery Park, as 
a part of the Sandusky Bay Pathway, would allow 
neighborhood and city residents, as well as pathway 
users, to access a beautiful view of the water, 
while better connecting Cove residents with other 
neighborhoods and downtown. 

The Pier Track is bike and pedestrian path proposed 
for an old railroad spur running the length of the 
Cove District. The railroad infrastructure acts 
as a break wall for the canal inlets connected to  
boathouses in the Cove District. The Pier Track 
would be a multi-use trail that is both a local and 
regional destination. 

Future plans for Battery Park include development, 
park space, and the relocation of Sandusky’s City 
Hall building. The Pier Track would be an ideal 
connection from Battery Park into Sandusky’s 
neighborhoods. Battery Park and the Pier Track 
would be an amenity for Sandusky residents, and 
could attract Cedar Point visitors to visit Sandusky’s 
businesses and amenities. 

Eco-tourism could provide a complementary 
development strategy where visitors could stay for 
a day or weekend, using Sandusky’s well-connected 
trail and bike path system. This type of tourism could 
bolster real estate investments Downtown and in the 
surrounding neighborhoods, particularly in the Cove 
District. Flexible, year- round housing options could 
increase demand in and near the Cove District. 
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Sandusky Bay is one of the city’s greatest assets and 
connections to the water should be preserved and 
expanded wherever possible. Unique and desirable 
areas like the Cove District exist because of the city’s 
access to the water. Key connections to the water 
could include a public access point south of the City 
Hall on E. Washington Street, pictured above. 

2 Public Pier Connection
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method of engagement 
is shown in the chart 
below. Over 600 
individual contact 
points were employed 
throughout the process. 
A breakdown of 
engagement numbers 
for each of the four 

The Pier Track may include 
a new drawbridge to 
connect to Battery Park. 
Given that recreational 
boats use this as a channel 
to reach the bay, a remote 
system may be needed to 
operate the drawbridge. 

Below If a drawbridge is 
not feasible, two alternatives 
are shown below to connect 
to the Pier Track. The option 
on the lower left connects 
through a land bridge on 
Anderson Street, removing 
part of the track. This would 
help move stagnant water as 
well as allow boats to exit. 
The option to the lower right 
shows a similar connection 
along Curran Street.
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Connection to the Pier Track from Battery Park and 
near the northern end of Ogontz Street will require 
particular attention. A major consideration is how to 
connect to the  Pier Track while still allowing boats 
to access the Bay. A radio-frequency identification 
(RFID) controlled pedestrian drawbridge would 
connect pedestrians and cyclists to the Pier Track 
while allowing boat traffic to pass through. 

At the east end, private property ownership near the 
rail spur would require an easement and agreements 
with existing property owners. Two possible 
configurations are shown. Maintaining the privacy 
of residents along the path of the trail is a priority, to 
ensure an enjoyable experience for all. 

Above: A drawbridge and 
landscaping to provide 
public access to the water.

Opposite Top: Option 
1 shows a landscape 
buffer between the trail 
and nearby houses if an 
easement is not possible. 

Opposite Bottom: Option 
2 shows an overlook pier 
and more direct route to 
connect to First Street and 
Ogontz Street to the Pier 
Track. 
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Many residents identified Meigs Street as “in need 
of improvement” because it serves as the face of the 
Cove District. In addition to serving as the Model 
Block area for the neighborhood, funds have been 
budgeted for a major Meigs Street resurfacing and 
bike lane addition over the next few years. During 
this time, the city plans to acquire space along Meigs 
Street for a small neighborhood park with views of 
the water. 

Residents of the Cove District are open to the idea 
of public access to the waterfront at specific points 
in the neighborhood. Because of multiple dead end 
streets and canal inlets, navigation for outsiders is 
difficult. A well-coordinated wayfinding and signage 
system and public spaces at select access points 
would enable the public to get to the Pier Track and 
the waterfront. 

Above: A vacant lot on 
Meigs Street could be 
transformed into a green 
space that offers access 
and views to the waterfront. 
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Left: The City’s 
Bicentennial Plan envisions 
development and programs 
to extend public activities 
toward the waterfront. This 
scheme suggests new 
housing near Battery Park. 
(Source: City Architecture)

Left: A connection at the 
end of the proposed Pier 
Track could accommodate 
a public pier as a scenic 
viewpoint for fishing or 
possibly a boat ramp at the 
end of McEwen Street.
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3 Gateways & Identity
Left: The city grid splits 
between Meigs Street and 
Sycamore Line, providing 
an opportunity for signage, 
landscaping, and a 
pedestrian island across a 
wide crossing. 

Below: A gateway 
connection at Ogontz Street 
and First Street would 
provide safer connections 
to the Pier Track and 
into the First thru Fifth 
neighborhood. It is a good 
location for neighborhood 
and wayfinding signage, 
and traffic calming for First 
Street. 
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Left: A publicly accessible 
plaza space or community 
boat  house could provide 
a space for neighbors to 
interact more frequently. 

Left: Winter activities and 
programs would make the 
Cove District more vibrant 
year-round. Programming 
Battery Park in winter 
months would entice 
visitors to travel Downtown 
and to the Cove District. 
Access for snow mobiles is 
also a possibility when the 
bay freezes. 

4 Programming
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SOUTH OF
KILBOURNE 
PLAT
South of Kilbourne Plat is made up 
of mostly single family homes, with a 
commercial strip of business and industry 
along the Historic Hancock Corridor. 

Current Conditions – The neighborhood 
is situated in the heart of the city, housing 
some of Sandusky’s finest homes along 
Columbus Avenue and the historic Wayne 
Street Boulevard. Almost split 50-50 
between owner occupied vs. tenant 
occupied, the neighborhood houses 
many families. This is evidenced by 
the fact that the neighborhood has the 
second highest average household size 
of those neighborhoods selected. The 
neighborhood is perfect families as the 
area is anchored by two of Sandusky’s 
larger parks, Huron Park at the northern 
end and Jaycee Park at the southern end. 

Priorities – Priorities for the 
neighborhood include pedestrian 
connectiions and traffic calming measures 
throughout the neighborhood, and 
improvements to Jaycee and Huron Parks. 
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Model Block Program
The Model Block area is along the Hancock Corridor, 
between Scott and Monroe Street, extending west 
to include Wayne Street. This area was chosen due 
to the high impact that could be made along the 
Hancock Street Corridor and its surrounding streets. 
Model Block investments will be targeted toward 
exterior home maintenance and code compliance.
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Anchor Project 
 ▶ Improvements to Jaycee Park, including 

enhanced entrances off Milan Road and Osborne 
Street, renovation of the Scott May basketball 
court, and a bike/pedestrian trail linking Jaycee 
Park north to the waterfront.

Neighborhood Identity & Beautification
1. Beautification of the Hancock Corridor with 

landscaping, public art, and gateways extending 
to the downtown area.

2. Pedestrian improvements and traffic calming to 
reinforce the Walk Wayne initiative along Wayne  
Street from Monroe to Washington, including 
signage (children playing) and speed tables.

3. Seamless connections and better gateway 
treatments for Jaycee Park.

4. Pedestrian improvements to intersection of 
Columbus, Campbell, and Scott.

Other Potential Priorities
 ▶ Crosswalks between each part of Huron Park, to 

help unify the park.
 ▶ Repairs and improvements to alley conditions 

throughout the neighborhood.Signage and pedestrian enhancements in the Cable Park 
historic district along Wayne Street

Lighting and signage for Jaycee Park entrance

Intersection improvements for enhanced pedestrian safety

CO
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M
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Residents asked for upgrades to Jaycee Park as part 
of the neighborhood initiative. Tucked between 
neighborhoods and development, the park is easy to 
miss. Increasing park signage and gateways could 
help highlight the parks location and offerings. The 
end of East Osborne Street currently blocked by a 
guardrail and the end of Baltimore Street are good 
locations for park signage. Other Park improvements 
could include lighting around the tennis courts and 
upgrades to the basketball courts. 

Warren Street Trail Connection: One good 
way to connect the neighborhood with other 
neighborhoods and downtown is to connect the 
neighborhood into the Sandusky Bay Pathway. 
Particularly, Sandusky could play on its long history 
with railroads by calling this portion the “Mack Iron 
Trail.”  This portion of the pathway will run along 
an old railroad spur beginning at Jaycee Park and 
ending at Shoreline Park, increasing neighborhood 
connectivity. 

1 ANCHOR PROJECT: Jaycee Park
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Left: The existing entry 
along E. Osborne Street 
creates a visual barrier 
to entry into the park. An 
existing guard rail could 
removed and replaced 
with a landscape buffer 
as shown here. A new 
pathway and traffic islands 
in the parking lot would 
allow safe passage for 
pedestrians. 

Left: The northern end 
of Jaycee Park is difficult 
to mark, given that the 
northernmost tip of the rail 
spur is a privately owned 
site along Finch Street. 
Signage and landscape 
enhancements at the entry 
would draw more attention 
to the park.
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Sandusky’s street grid cuts Huron Park into triangles. 
The park is intersected by Madison, Elm, and Huron 
Avenue, making connections between different pieces 
of the park somewhat difficult, since these roads 
are major thoroughfares to-and-from downtown. 
Different amenities exist on each part of the park. 
Clustering related amenities (i.e., play equipment for 
small children versus large play fields or quiet places 
for relaxation) and making safe connections between 
all parts of the park will allow for better park usage. 
Permanent restroom facilities are needed. 

2 Huron Park

Above: View looking 
northeast from Huron 
Avenue. A path could 
connect between existing 
amenities and a proposed 
restroom facility. Site 
grading related to the 
path could also allow for 
rain gardens and other 
landscaping.
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Above: Potential 
connections at the edges of 
the park include more visible 
crosswalks, a new pathway 
connecting playground 
equipment and the eastern 
edge of Warren Street. 

Right: A clean edge and 
curb near playground areas 
could improve safety, direct 
pedestrian traffic towards 
crosswalks, and generally 
make the park more inviting. 
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Nehemiah Center is a community anchor on the 
western edge of the neighborhood. A private non-
profit after-school center, Nehemiah provides 
many resources for the city’s youth. It is also 
geographically central and easily accessible from 
most parts of the city. 

During hours when Nehemiah Center is not hosting 
its own programs, it could provide resources and 
amenities for the community. Because it is a private 
entity, an easement might be needed to allow for 
things like a weekend farmer’s market or other 
programs. A farmer’s market could be paired with 
a small learning garden where Nehemiah students 
could learn gardening techniques. This would create 
help connect young people to the broader community. 

Market stalls could also be used to provide cover for 
bicycles for students who ride to the center when the 
farmer’s market is not in operation. 

Community members are concerned about the 
safety of children traveling to and from the facility. 
Cars along Campbell Street tend to speed and 
existing street trees limit the visibility of cyclists 
and pedestrians. Uneven sidewalk pavement is also 
a concern. If community investments are made at 
Nehemiah Center, special consideration should be 
given to the edge of the tree lawn along Campbell 
Street to insure safety. And the fence around 
Nehemiah Center may need to be redesigned and 
replaced, to allow for contained activities at some 
times, and open public access at other times. 

3 Nehemiah Center
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Above: Potential market 
stand and bike racks 
coupled with landscaping 
at the edges of the site, a 
clear path to the Center, 
and garden plots.

Left: A farmer’s market 
stand in Windsor, NC 
that was designed with 
students. 
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South of Kilbourne Plat is a cohesive neighborhood 
in terms of its physical characteristics and 
boundaries. Milan Road, the regional arterial that 
connects into the neighborhood, and an old rail spur 
that ties into Jaycee Park, are the only anomalies in 
the gridiron plan. Better connections to Cleveland 
Road could help direct people to Jaycee Park. 

Residents are concerned about the intersection 
between Campbell Street, Columbus Avenue, and 
Scott Street. This intersection is difficult for both 
pedestrians and car traffic. Given that it is a major 
connection to Nehemiah Center, Downtown, and 
the rest of the neighborhood, a redesign of the 
intersection should be considered. 

Signage, landscaping, and crosswalks would enhance 
the Cable Park historic district, especially along 
Wayne Avenue. 

4 Gateways & Identity

Above: The intersection 
of Finch Street and Wayne 
Street is currently marked 
with historic district 
signage. Additional gateway 
enhancements could include 
a traffic table, curb bump-
outs, enhanced signage, 
and landscaping. 
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The current intersection 
includes a sharp left hand 
turn from Columbus Avenue 
onto Campbell Street. 
Perhaps this turn lane could 
be eliminated to simplify the 
intersection and increase 
pedestrian safety. 

Enhanced crosswalks and 
pedestrian islands at the 
intersection of Columbus 
Avenue, Campbell Street, 
and Scott Street would 
improve pedestrian safety. 
Sidewalk connections 
along the southeast parcel 
of Columbus Avenue and 
Scott Street should also be 
included. 
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GARDEN 
DISTRICT
The Garden District is a combination of 
single and two-family residences situated 
in the heart of the city. 

Current Conditions – The Garden 
District is a neighborhood for families, 
having the highest population and average 
household size of all neighborhoods 
selected. Having a nearly even ratio 
of rental units versus owner-occupied 
properties, the average age (33.1) is also 
the lowest among the neighborhoods. 
Sandusky’s largest employer, the Firelands 
Regional Medical Center, lends character 
to the neighborhood by maintaining the 
beautiful Hayes Avenue planters. The 
neighborhood also houses Osborne 
School, which will be repurposed in 
the near future as part of the schools 
transformation plan. An additional anchor, 
Central Park, is located in the northern 
part of the district. 

Priorities – Priorities in this neighborhood 
include upgrades to Central Park, lighting 
upgrades to the Hayes Avenue and Camp 
Street underpasses, alley maintenance, 
and traffic calming measures.
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Model Block Program
The Model Block areas for the Garden District 
are Central Avenue and Osborne Street, 
important north/south and east/west streets in 
the neighborhood where investments will have 
an impact on surrounding areas. Osborne Street 
has high speed traffic and needs traffic calming 
measures. Central Avenue has a concentration of 
historic housing. 
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Anchor Project 
 ▶ Major improvements to Hayes Avenues to 

support “Eds and Meds” development and 
the “Healthy Hayes” identity. This includes 
streetscape enhancements, bike and pedestrian 
improvements, banners, and lighting/public art 
for Hayes underpass.

 ▶ Potential Osborne School redevelopment, with 
market assessment to determine best uses for 
the building once it is no longer needed as a 
school and site investments to ensure that the 
school property remains a community asset.

Neighborhood Identity & Beautification
1. Traffic tables or other traffic calming efforts for 

Osborne Street.
2. Central Park improvements including picnic 

pavilion, picnic tables, grills, adult outdoor 
recreation options, such as sand volleyball, 
benches, and a splash pad.

3. Pilot program for improvements (repairs or 
repaving) for neighborhood alleys.

Other Potential Priorities 
 ▶ Community programs in the parks.
 ▶ Green space/park to encourage outdoor dining 

for Victory Kitchen, and community garden near 
Victory Kitchen.

 ▶ Short-term beautification of the American 
Crayon Factory site that doesn’t limit on-going 
deconstruction efforts of the factory building.

Hayes Avenue improvements could include bike lanes, 
banners, planters, and small public spaces along the corridor. 

A community garden along Depot Street to provide fresh 
produce for Victory Kitchen. 

Traffic calming for Osborne Street. 
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Hayes Avenue is home to many different institutions 
in health and education including Firelands Regional 
Medical Center, Providence Care Center, Family 
Health Services, Sandusky High School and the 
planned new Sandusky Middle School. This creates 
an opportunity to strengthen this identity by branding 
it the Healthy Hayes Corridor complete with signage, 
streetscape improvements and bike lanes. 

1 ANCHOR PROJECT: Healthy Hayes

Above: Connected sites 
along Hayes Avenue could 
further catalyze development 
and social cohesion 
between the Garden District 
and the South Side. 
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Above: Bike lanes, a 
pavilion space community 
members and hospital 
workers, and additional 
landscaping would 
contribute to existing 
beautification efforts on 
Hayes Avenue. 
Right: Intermodal 
connections between 
buses, bikes, and cars 
can be accomplished even 
along busy corridors. 
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Depot Street Garden The area just north of 
the railroad tracks along North Depot Street may 
be suitable for a community garden. This large site 
is part of a railroad easement. A community garden 
could provide food for residents and for the nearby 
Victory Kitchen.

Central Park Similar to Huron Park, Central 
Park is difficult to use because it is intersected 
multiple times by city streets. Small areas of activity 
within the park, and clustered play equipment and 
other amenities would make the park more usable. 
A balance between formal landscaping and informal 
elements could make the space more cohesive. 

2 Green Space Enhancements

Victory Kitchen occupies a wonderful site 
just off of Hayes Avenue. It is easily visible from 
Hayes Avenue, and yet feels safe and removed from 
the busy traffic on Hayes. Victory Kitchen already 
has an  outdoor space for its patrons. This could 
be expanded into a small park with more outdoor 
seating. Perhaps Victory Kitchen could eventually 
expand its model, based on examples like EAT Cafe 
in Philadelphia, which is a “Pay-what-you-can” 
restaurant. It attracts people from all income levels 
for a sit-down dining experience. The location of 
Victory Kitchen would be well-suited to this mixed-
income model. 
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Recommended upgrades 
to Central Park include 
more seating, additional 
landscaping, lighting, trash 
receptacles, and pathway 
connections. 

Expanded seating, including 
outdoor dining for Victory 
Kitchen, will create a 
welcoming appearance from 
Hayes Avenue. 
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The Firelands Regional Medical Center is centrally 
located and easily accessible to the region. It needs 
to have large parking areas, but these could be 
landscaped to fit in better with the  surrounding 
neighborhood. While the edge of the hospital 
campus, particularly along Hayes Avenue, offers 
landscaping with curb appeal, its interior parking lot 
edges could be softened. 

3 Traffic Calming & Street Edges

Crosswalks, fences, and sidewalks could allow for 
better connections between the parking lots and 
the hospital campus. Local artists could be engaged 
to provide ideas, or design guidelines could be 
established to provide softer edges for the parking 
lots. Vegetation and traffic islands might also 
be considered to provide a buffer and to collect 
stormwater runoff from the site. 
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An enhanced crosswalk and 
traffic table could slow car 
traffic at this busy mid-block 
crossing. Decorative fencing 
would improve the parking 
lot edge. 

Plan view showing that a 
landscape buffer could be 
provided without a loss of 
parking spaces. 
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W. Osborne Street is a major east-west connector 
street that many students use to get to the high 
school and other locations. Cars often race down 
the street, despite its posted 25mph speed limit and 
school zones. Long blocks and two way stops that 
do not require east-west traffic to yield encourage 
this fast movement by automobiles. Crosswalks, new 
stop signs, and traffic tables could help make this 
street safer for pedestrians. 

Intersections for upgrades include: 
 ▶ Campbell
 ▶ Central
 ▶ Shelby
 ▶ Camp
 ▶ Carr
 ▶ McDonough
 ▶ Prospect
 ▶ Lindsay 
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4 Osborne School

Above: Riverview at 
Clendenin School was 
converted into 18 units of 
senior affordable housing in 
Clendenin, West Virginia. 
This redevelopment project 
offers generous units 
and connections to the 
surrounding neighborhood. 

The reuse of the Osborne School building could 
create an important new anchor for the city Across 
the country, many old schools are being converted 
to housing, since school buildings are often well-
constructed and can easily be divided into separate 
units. The large windows  typically found in older 
school buildings are also a benefit when converting 
to housing. 

The Osborne School building could be converted 
to senior housing, though a market analysis 
would be necessary to confirm the feasibility of 
this idea. Preserving some of the outdoor space 
around the school for public use would benefit the 
surrounding neighborhood. 
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5 Gateways & Identity

Hayes Avenue is a major thoroughfare connecting 
the north and south parts of the city. The railroad 
overpass creates a barrier and a place making 
opportunity. With the demolition of the American 
Crayon building, new opportunities arise to connect 
the Garden District and the South Side. 

Hayes Avenue is priority for pedestrian-friendly 
connections. Lighting along the street would 
increase safety, while the underside of the rail bridge 
could be improved with art and lighting. 
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WEST END
The West End is a large collection of 
single and two-family residential housig, 
covering the whole West side of Sandusky. 

Current Conditions – The West End is a 
sprawling district has two main residential 
areas. The streets surrounding Lions 
Park, the neighborhood anchor, make 
up one area, while the combined Cold 
Creek subdivision and Venice Heights 
Boulevard area makes up the other. 
Commercial and industrial businesses 
and a railroad line separate the areas. The 
residents of the combined neighborhood 
combine for the highest median age 
(47.6) of all selected neighborhoods and 
the second highest median net worth. 
However, the neighborhood has major 
connectivity issues. It lacks sidewalks 
along Venice Road, the major corridor in 
the neighborhood, on either side. 

Priorities – Priorities in this neighborhood 
include connectivity improvements 
and sidewalks along Venice Road, the 
development of existing vacant commercial 
or residential properties like G&C Foundry 
or Cold Creek Crossing, Lions Park 
improvements, and improvements to the 
Venice connector curve. 
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“Cold Creek feels like 
a hidden asset.”
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Model Block Program
The Model Block areas include the streets surrounding 
Lions Park to complement the City’s investments in 
the park. Housing repairs and maintenance in this 
area will enhance the neighborhood’s appeal for 
current and prospective residents.  

Anchor Project 
 ▶ Streetscape/bike and pedestrian improvements 

for Venice Road including bike lanes and 
continuous sidewalks on at least one side of 
Venice Road.

 ▶ Continue master plan implementation for  
Lions Park including an improved entrance to 
the parking lot, electricity in shelters, shelter 
upgrades, more benches facing the water, and 
more grills and tables.

Neighborhood Identity & Beautification
1. Lighting, landscaping, and a flashing 90 degree 

turn sign for the Venice Connector; evergreens to 
block view at the end of Venice near George Street.

2. Possible public access point to Cold Creek at a 
city-owned pump station site at Venice Road and 
Fremont, or an overlook near Pickerel Creek on a 
publicly owned site off of Cold Creek Boulevard.

3. Further development of neighborhood identity, 
including signage for Historic Venice Village. 

Other Potential Priorities 
 ▶ Improved connectivity between Cold Creek 

Crossing and Venice Heights Elementary.
 ▶ Renovations to Wilbert Street Park.
 ▶ Closure of LaSalle Street to deter late-night drug 

activity.
 ▶ Overall neighborhood maintenance including 

street and sidewalk repairs and, tree trimming.
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Venice Road is part of US Route 6. The daily 
traffic count on this major commercial corridor 
is over 11,000 cars (in 2014). A multi-use trail 
along Venice Road was recommended in the 2015 
Comprehensive Plan. 

Venice Road has a 60´ right of way and 34´ cartway. 
The road could support bike lanes in each direction, 
in addition to the existing 12´ lanes of traffic (E/W 
bound). A utility pole right-of-way exists on both 
sides of Venice, with space for a multi-use trail on 
the north side. The trail would need to be carefully 
designed, since many wide curb cuts and higher 
speed traffic turning into these locations could pose 
hazards for cyclists and pedestrians. The Sandusky 
Bicentennial Vision plan recommends the creation of 
a West Side Walkability Plan; a closer study of safety 
concerns could be considered as part of that plan. 

1 ANCHOR PROJECT: Venice Road Improvements

Above: Chart showing the 
correlation between lane 
width and speed, regardless 
of posted speed limits. 
Speeding traffic creates 
safety hazards. Bike lanes 
and crosswalks can help 
improve safety. Source: 
NACTO.
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Proposed street 
configuration from 
the Bicentennial plan 
suggesting a multi-use 
trail on the north side of 
Venice Road. (Source: City 
Architecture)

An alternative design 
strategy, with 5´ bike lanes 
and sidewalks on both sides 
of Venice Road. 

The intersection of Tiffin 
Avenue and Venice Road 
is difficult for pedestrians. 
The areas outlined in red 
and blue suggest areas for 
improving pedestrian safety 
and access. 
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Improving key gateways in the West End will 
highlight local amenities and help bring the 
neighborhood together. For example, signage, 
lighting, and landscaping will improve the visibility 
and use of Wilbert Park above). 

The drawings adjacent page show a few options 
for improving visibility and neighborhood identity 
around the Venice and George intersection. This 
intersection has insufficient lighting. Also, many 
drivers get confused about the Venice Connector; 
vehicles mistakenly continue eastward down 
George Street, rather than continuing to the new 
Venice Connector. 

2 Gateway Improvements
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Option 1 New landscaping 
at the rear of George Street 
will guide the eye towards 
the Venice Connector; 
new landscape buffers and 
directional arrow signage 
point vehicles towards the 
Venice Connector. 

Option 2 Improved 
lighting, a separated island 
to slow traffic on George 
Street, and improved 
bicycle facilities. 

Option 3 Further lighting 
enhancements near the 
intersection, as well as 
identity and wayfinding 
signage to help guide traffic 
towards Venice Road. 
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Lions Park is a crown jewel of the West End. It is 
the largest park at this end of the city, and will be 
upgraded in 2017/2018. The park could tie into a 
city-wide bike network via a connection at the dis-
used coal docks running north along the bay. 

Another park priority is erosion control. Residents 
noted that it is unsafe to access the beach due to  
industrial waste products that collect on the shore, 
coupled with erosion of the shoreline. One option 
to help deal with erosion is to restore or build a 
new breakwall. An engineering study is needed to 
test the viability of this idea, but a breakwall would 
give Lions Park better beachfront access. 

3 Parks & Green Spaces

Above: Reinstall breakwall 
to aid in erosion control. 
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Top and Middle: A dis-
used portion of the coal 
docks north of Monroe 
Street could connect 
downtown to Lions Park 
via a multi-use trail. The 
Bayfront Corridor Master 
Plan suggests an expansion 
trail to link to portion of an 
existing route connected to 
Monroe Street 

Bottom Lion’s Park, 
situated on the lake, 
anchors a large part of the 
West End. Upgrades to the 
park will include new play 
equipment, a restructured 
layout, and the eventual 
closure of Lasalle Street to 
pedestrian only. 
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Key

Parks
2     Amvet Park
3     Washington Street Pier
4     Centrail Park
5     Churchwell Park
7     Dorn Community Park
8     Ease West Park    
10   Foxborough Park
11   Huron Park
12   Jaycee Park
13   Kiwanis Park
14   Lions Park
16   Municipal Boat Launch & Park
18   Shoreline Park
19   Sprau Park
20   Sunnyside Park
22   Washington Park
23   Battery Park & City Hall
24   Wilbert Park
25   WW2 Park

Schools

1     Adams Junior High School
5     Hancock Elementary School
6     Jackson Junior High School
7     Madison Elementary School
10   Ontario Elementary School
11   Osborne Elementary School
12   Sandusky High School

This map was prepared by the City of Sandusky under 
award NA04NOS4190052 from the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration, U.S. Department of 
Commerce through the Ohio Department of Natural 

Resources, Office of Coastal Management.  The 
statements, findings, conclusions, and recommendations 
are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily reflect 

the views of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, Department of Commerce, Ohio Department 
of Natural Resources, or the Office of Coastal Management.
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Pickerel Creek, which runs east-west through the 
West End, and Cold Creek, which runs north-
south into the Bay, are unique natural assets in the 
community. These waterways provide opportunities 
for ecological stewardship, stormwater mitigation, 
and eco-tourism for the region. There are numerous 
sites, particularly in Cold Creek Crossing, that 
have yet to be developed. Low impact development 
standards for new housing in the West End could 
include guidance or requirements for reducing 
stormwater runoff to address flooding concerns and 
protect the health of these waterways.

Creating a new access point to Pickerel Creek 
behind Venice Heights Elementary would provide 
opportunities for students to study local water, 
plants, and wildlife. 

4 Cold Creek Access

Above: Cold Creek Trout 
Camp provides a key point 
of access to the creek.
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Above: Properties along 
Pickerel and Cold Creek 
shown in red are privately 
owned, while those in green 
are publicly owned.
Right: The Heider Ditch 
in Avon Lake, Ohio was 
incorporated into a new 
residential development. 
A loop trail aligns with 
the creek as a pedestrian 
amenity. 
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Top: A possible public space near Cold Creek on the site of 
the city’s electrical substation along Venice Road. 
Bottom Left: Possible public access point to Pickerel 
Creek on a publicly-owned site along Cold Creek Drive, 
including a viewing platform with terraced seating. 
Bottom Right: Map showing publicly held land near Cold 
Creek Drive. 
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Venice Heights School could be used to foster education 
about the environment, using Pickerel Creek as a living 
laboratory. 
Above Students from Oconee County High School in 
Georgia take water samples at a nearby park. 
Below Potential connection between Venice Heights 
School and Pickerel Creek. 
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There are several potential redevelopment sites in 
the West End. The City of Sandusky has supported 
the demolition and cleanup of former G&C Foundry 
Site. If there is  no immediate redevelopment 
proposal for the site, a landscape holding strategy 
could improve the appearance of the site and 
reduce soil-based contamination. At right, a 
relatively low-cost landscape of sunflowers and 
trees could be implemented as a holding strategy 
for the American Crayon factory site, while the 
building is being deconstructed.

5 Development Sites (G&C Foundry & Sunoco)
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Top left Site plan for 
potential senior housing  
development. (Source, RDL 
Architects)
Top right Conceptual 
rendering of housing on the 
Sunoco site. 
Bottom left Site plan 
showing a potential retail 
use on the Sunoco site.
Bottom right Possible 
mixed use residential and 
retail building. 

 

The former Sunoco station on Venice Road is a key 
development opportunity. A proposal for senior 
housing has been prepared by RDL Architects for 
the site adjacent to the station. An expansion of 
this concept, or a small retail development may be 
suitable for the Sunoco site. 
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SOUTH SIDE
The South Side is a neighborhood 
made up of aging multi-family residential 
structures. 

Current Conditions – Bordered by 
Perkins Avenue, Hayes Avenue, Mills Golf 
Course and railroad tracks, the Southside 
is a clearly defined neighborhood. Like the 
Cove District, the Southside is a majority 
renter (45%) with a sizable number of 
vacant houses (22%). There are many 
blighted homes in the area, many of which 
need to be demolished. The neighborhood 
is anchored around Churchwell Park and 
has a strong school presence nearby. Mills 
School, Sandusky High School, and the 
new planned SCS Middle School are also 
in the neighborhood. 

Priorities – Priorities in this neighborhood 
include major upgrades to Churchwell 
Park, additional lighting in the park and 
alleys, and the demolition of blighted 
properties. The City should also focus 
efforts to increase park visibility with 
signage, and to open up the park by 
acquiring the properties facing out within 
the park area. 

104
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“The goal should 
be to create a 
comfortable place 
for all.”

106
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Model Block Program
The Model Block areas includes part of Buchanan 
Street and the streets surrounding Churchwell Park. 
Buchanan Street was chosen in anticipation of the 
new school (part of Sandusky City Schools) planned 
for the area, since this street will serve as a main route 
to the school. The streets surrounding Churchwell 
Park were chosen to address the deteriorating housing 
surrounding the park.

Anchor Project 
 ▶ Major upgrades to Churchwell Park, including 

enhanced signage and lighting to make park 
safer and more visible in the neighborhood, a 
park structure with running water, restrooms, a 
sheltered play space, and a splash park.

 ▶ Land assembly and future infill housing around 
the Churchwell Park.

 ▶ Possible small-scale retail development at 
southern end of Churchwell Park, off of Perkins, 
to serve neighborhood shopping needs.

Neighborhood Identity & 
Beautification
1. Lighting, landscaping, and bike lanes for 

Buchanan Street, a key route to the high school.
2. Lighting and art for the Camp and Hayes 

underpasses, possibly in partnership with high 
school art department.

3. Short-term beautification of the American 
Crayon Factory site that doesn’t limit on-going 
deconstruction efforts on the site.

4.    The Great Wall of Legends mural along Strobel 
Field at Cedar Point Stadium.

Other Potential Priorities 
 ▶ Continued and increased code enforcement.
 ▶ Improvements to alleys to address overgrown 

vegetation, flooding, and pavement conditions.
 ▶ Expanded community programming in 

Churchwell Park, year-round.
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1 ANCHOR PROJECT: Churchwell Park
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Churchwell Park serves as the symbolic and 
physical center of the neighborhood. However, 
the park is not easily accessible from many parts 
of the neighborhood. The park feels enclosed and 
semi-private, as if it is intended solely for use by 
adjacent residents. 

While current programming in the park insures that 
it is well used, the park is in need of major upgrades, 
such as running water, a restroom/community 
building, a walking track, additional community 
gardens, and a splash pad. New housing on vacant 
sites around the park would increase the park’s 
use. Some of the vacant sites around the edges of 
the park could be used to extend the park into the 
surrounding neighborhood. Churchwell Park is 
scheduled to undergo a master planning process in 
2019 to bring many of these ideas to fruition. 

The park needs better lighting at nighttime, to 
improve safety and visibility from the surrounding 
neighborhood and from Perkins Avenue and 
upgraded signage for the park. Enhanced 
landscaping around the edges of the park will 
protect the privacy of nearby residents and limit the 
infiltration of park lighting into their homes. 

Any new development around the park should 
complement the historic Garden City style layout 
of the existing houses and blocks. Lower density 
multifamily units (two to five units) or carriage 
house arrangements on single lots may be an ideal 
development type. Typical urban townhouses or 
single family dwellings will feel out of character with 
the existing neighborhood.
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Phase I
 ▶ Upgrades to include monument signage
 ▶ Lighting at the perimeter of the park 
 ▶ Formalizing the community garden with more 

raised beds and more plots. The garden could 
also move to one of the edges of the park to allow 
for a larger green space in the middle of the park.

Phase II
 ▶ Add new pathways and repave old surfaces
 ▶ Update play equipment to include mulch boxes
 ▶ Add a learning garden pavilion
 ▶ Formalize a baseball diamond

Phase III
 ▶ Splash pad
 ▶ Club house and restrooms
 ▶ Assemble and develop vacant parcels for new 

housing and expansion of the park. 
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2 Vacant Sites & Redevelopment

The South Side has many vacant parcels. The 
inventory of vacant land in the neighborhood is 
likely to grow as deteriorated houses are demolished. 
Vacant sites facing onto Churchwell Park are good 
locations for infill housing. Vacant sites that abut the 
park directly could be used to expand the park and 
provide better views into the park. 

Elsewhere in the South Side, vacant lots could be 
used to expand the yards of existing houses through 
side lot programs, or left to be reclaimed as small 
neighborhood green spaces. A new master plan for 
Churchwell Park should help inform these decisions. 

Sidewalk and alley improvements are needed 
throughout the neighborhood. The area surrounding 
Churchwell park may not have enough space to 
accommodate sidewalks, though entries into the park 
should be designed for safe pedestrian access. 

Above: Map of vacant 
land and distressed 
housing (buildings rated 
D & F in a recent citywide 
property survey)
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Top: Strategies for 
redevelopment, greening of 
vacant parcels, and potential 
lot splits where vacant 
parcels exist between 
neighbors. 

Bottom: Streets where 
sidewalks need to be 
repaired and installed, and 
where alley repairs and 
improvements are needed. 
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3 Edging & Gateway Treatments
The South Side connects to the Garden District and 
Downtown area along Hayes Avenue. Investments in 
the “Healthy Hayes” corridor could include identity 
signage, banners, and bike lanes, to help students 
ride their bikes to Sandusky High School safely. 

Another recommended project is the “Great Wall 
of Legends” along Orlando Pace Drive, which runs 
along Strobel Field at Cedar Point Stadium. This 
idea was developed by a local artist and intended to 
inspire young athletes as they walk to and from high 
school. 

The Hayes Avenue underpass and the Camp Street 
underpass provide opportunities for lighting, 
wayfinding, and identity projects.

Top: Design concept for the 
Great Wall of Legends

Bottom: Key connections 
along the Healthy Hayes 
corridor
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Above: Low-cost 
landscaping could 
beautify the American 
Crayon Factory until it 
is redeveloped. Lighting 
for the Hayes Avenue 
underpass would enhance 
this important connection 
between the South Side 
and the Garden District.

Below: Community artwork 
along Hayes Avenue and 
the railroad overpass would 
provide a distinct gateway 
to the South Side. 

Left: Proposed lighting for 
the Camp Street underpass
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4 Buchanan Street Pedestrian Enhancements
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Buchanan Street is a long east-west corridor that 
connects multiple residential streets and community 
anchors. Traffic on Buchanan Street is often too 
fast for a residential neighborhood and the street 
needs crosswalks and other pedestrian amenities for 
safety and beautification. Priority intersections for 
pedestrian improvements include:

 ▶ Camp Street
 ▶ Clay Street
 ▶ Campbell Street 
 ▶ Putnam Street

SCS 3rd-6th Grade Building & Global 
Education Center
 The Middle School building that will be built next 
to the existing Sandusky High School will be a major 
neighborhood anchor. The school, representing an 
investment over 20 million dollars, will house two 
regulation size courts and a Global Education Cen-
ter for students and staff to study and collaborate. 
The new school is sure to bring new residents to the 
area, as most students will be on the grounds of the 
SCS Middle/High School Campus from 3rd grade 
until graduation. This large investment creates an 
opportunity for the city to build upon this progress. 
This can be done by implementing traffic calming 
measures and making streetscape improvements on 
Buchannan Street. 
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WAYFINDING 
& IDENTITY

118
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Vacant Property Edge
Parking Lot Edge
Blank Building Facades
Green Screening
Street Furniture
 Trash Cans
 Seating
 Planters
Banners
Crosswalks
Public Art

Wayfinding and identity are important 
components to fostering civic and neighborhood 
identity. Key to this process has been identifying 
both sites for ideal installations of these urban 
design components as well as teasing out a public 
conversation of the nature of the identity of each 
study area. Each neighborhood is diverse in 
composition and unique amenities, which this 
planning process seeks to accentuate. 

WAYFINDING & IDENTITY
Identity Components
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SIGNAGE

The City of Sandusky has a 
recognizable logo and an graphic 
identity city’s logo used in city 
buildings and parks. Additional 
identity markers for each 
neighborhood will build on the 
City’s identity through signage 
and wayfinding. Below and at 
right are ideas for each of the six 
neighborhoods in the Sandusky 
Neighborhood Initiative. 

SOUTH OF
KILBOURNE
PLAT
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Identity elements include 
banners, neighborhood 
signage, and wayfinding 
directories.

COVE 
DISTRICT



122

Identity signs and 
wayfinding directories 
should be located at a few 
prominent locations in each 
neighborhood.
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Unifying Strategy

Bike Amenities

Neighborhood identity can be tied 
to new bike facilities, bike-share 
programs, and a city-wide bike 
network. 

Top Left: Example of 
directional signage for bike 
routes.
Top Right: Bike-share 
programs convey community 
identity
Bottom: Bike racks can 
be customized for each 
neighborhood.
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Identity Components

Parking Lot Edges

Landscaped edges for parking lots 
and other open spaces in all six 
neighborhoods will help unify the 
appearance of the City. 

Edge Locations
Schools
Sandusky Plaza
Strobel Field / Cedar Point Stadium
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Identity Components

Blank Building Facades

Highlighting the unique identity 
of the Cove District and its 
relationship to water and boating 
culture can occur through murals 
and art installations. 

The Sand Bay building was 
identified as an opportunity for a 
gateway mural to the City along 
Cleveland Avenue, that also 
reinforces the identity of McKelvey 
Plat and the First thru Fifth 
neighborhood.
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Identity Components

Historic Districts
Sandusky’s history provides a rich 
context for neighborhood identity. 
The Cable Park Historic District 
and other historic buildings 
and routes, can be tied together 
through signage, paving, and 
walking tours. 

Right: Examples of historic district 
signage.
Bottom Left: Enhanced entry to Cable 
Park historic district.
Bottom Right: Example of signage for 
a self-guided historic walking tour.
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Identity Components

Public Art & Gateways
Throughout the process, several 
sites have been identified that 
could be ideal sites for public art 
installations--both permanent 
and temporary. Tied to festivals, 
seasons, and programming of other 
existing institutions and partners 
in the city could make these spaces 
cherished  and unique to the city. 

Gateway signage, like the hedge 
identity planting at the end of 
Cleveland Road can take many 
forms. Smaller monument signage 
can work on site edges and corners. 

Above: Example of public art at a 
community gateway (Source: Site 
Design Group)
Left: Pier to Park Trail signage
Below: Sandusky’s topiary hedge
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Identity Components

Street Furniture
Trash Cans
Planters
Benches

Distinctive street furniture elements 
can provide residents an opportunity 
to distinguish neighborhoods 
and the city. Given the number of 
tourists to Sandusky through Cedar 
Point, unique elements tied to major 
destinations or neighborhoods can 
offer guidance and distinction.
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IMPLEMENTATION
& EVALUATION
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IMPLEMENTATION FRAMEWORK
The Sandusky Neighborhood Initiative is a 
celebration of Sandusky first 200 years and an 
optimistic investment in the City’s future. The 
planning process reinforced the importance of 
connectivity between and within city neighborhoods 
and outlines a new place making agenda to be 
implemented with a variety civic partners. 

Many of the action items in this section can be 
implemented immediately, while others will require 
additional fundings and community partnerships. 
All are intended to help City of Sandusky and its 
neighborhoods thrive, now and in the future.

Planning recommendations are organized by 
neighborhoods. The timeframe for the action items 
are measured as follows:

 Short Term: 0 – 2 years
 Mid Term: 2 – 5 years
 Long Term: Beyond 5 years

IMPLEMENTATION
The Sandusky Neighborhood Initiative 
includes recommendations for short-term 
priorities and long-term investments.



132

ACTION PARTNERS COST FUNDING 
SOURCE TIMEFRAME

First thru Fifth

Crosswalks and pedestrian signage 
along Ogontz Street

Green space at the north end of 
Ogontz at the lake

Connection to pier track from north 
end of Ogontz Street

Trail along railroad spur

Ontario School connections to trail

McKelvey Plat signage & identity

Historic Erie Boulevard signage & 
identity

Gateway signage and landscaping

Possible mural for the Sand Bay 
building

Green Alley pilot project [although 
basic alley maintenance appears to 
be a higher priority]

Tree City effort: planting trees where 
they have been removed

Traffic calming including 4-way stop 
at 5th  and Ogontz; 3-way stop at 
5th and McKinley to slow traffic in 
business area

Cove District

Pier track

Beautification/streetscape 
improvements for Meigs Street

Gateway signage and wayfinding: 
Sycamore Street entrance

Public space/seating area/walkway 
to the waterfront near police station

Continue bike paths to First Street 
and connect to downtown

Enhanced lighting on Cove Street at 
Sycamore

Green space on Meigs Street

Snowmobile ramp



133

ACTION PARTNERS COST FUNDING 
SOURCE TIMEFRAME

South of Kilbourne Plat

Bike/pedestrian trail linking Jaycee 
Park north to the waterfront

Future redevelopment of Monroe 
School site

Market assessment for Monroe 
School property

Canopy/public space for Nehemiah 
Center

Redesign/replacement of fence at 
Nehemiah Center

Pedestrian improvements to 
intersection of Columbus, Campbell, 
and Scott

Lighting for tennis courts at Jaycee 
Park

Improvements to basketball court at 
Jaycee Park

Crosswalks between each part of 
Huron Park

Traffic calming for Monroe Street 
from Wayne to Scott: signage and 
speed tables

1001 Wayne Street (city-owned lot) 
as a neighborhood green space

Garden District

Streetscape/bike and pedestrian 
improvements, and beautification for 
Hayes Avenue

“Healthy Hayes” Banners and 
landscaping

Lighting/public art for Hayes 
underpass

Osborne School redevelopment, with 
market assessment

Site investments to Osbourne School

Central Park amenities and 
improvements

Green alley demonstration project
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ACTION PARTNERS COST FUNDING 
SOURCE TIMEFRAME

Garden District, continued

General alley repairs

Comprehensive alley repaving

Hayes Avenue underpass 
improvements: lighting and art

Picnic pavilion, picnic tables, and 
grills at Central Park

Adult outdoor recreation / sand 
volleyball

Benches for Central Park

Splash pad at Central Park

Traffic tables or other traffic calming 
efforts for Osborne Street

West End

Streetscape improvements for Venice 
Road

Continuous sidewalks on Venice 
Road

Bike lanes for Venice Road

Lions Park breakwater, beach, and 
shoreline protection

Lions Park shelter upgrades

Lions benches facing the water

Lions Park grills and tables

Lions Park entrance and parking lot 
improvements

West End signage and identity

Lighting and landscaping for Venice 
Connector

Venice near George Street; flashing 
90 degree turn sign on Venice 
Connector

Neighborhood maintenance: street 
and sidewalk repair, tree trimming
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ACTION PARTNERS COST FUNDING 
SOURCE TIMEFRAME

South Side

Major upgrades to Churchwell Park

Enhanced signage and lighting for 
Churchwell Park

Park structure with running water, 
restrooms, and sheltered play space

Splash park

Land assembly and future infill 
housing around the park

Small-scale retail development at 
southern end of park, off of Perkins 
Avenue

Lighting, landscaping, and bike lanes 
for Buchanan Street

Great Wall of Champions

Teen / young adult playground and 
exercise circuit on Hayes Avenue, 
across from High School

Lighting and art for the Camp and 
Hayes underpasses

Improvements to alleys

Short-term beautification of Crayon 
Factory site
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Progress in the selected neighborhoods will be 
evaluated by tracking several different stats. These 
stats include economic indicators such as property 
values, housing investments, and household 
incomes. Quality of life and other indicators being 
tracked include owner occupancy and vacancy rates, 
open code violations, and walkability score. These 
statistics will be updated and analyzed on a yearly 
basis to track neighborhood

Cove District – 2016
Owner Occupancy Rate – 23%
Vacancy Rate – 33% 
Building Permits ($5000+) – 11
Open Code Violations – 9 
Average Housing Value – 75k 
Median Home Income – 23k 
Walkability Score – 66

1st-5th District – 2016
Owner Occupancy Rate – 64%
Vacancy Rate – 12% 
Building Permits ($5000+) – 3
Open Code Violations – 16
Average Housing Value – 58k 
Median Home Income – 50k 
Walkability Score – 55

South of Kilbourne Plat – 2016
Owner Occupancy Rate – 41%
Vacancy Rate – 14% 
Building Permits ($5000+) – 6
Open Code Violations – 11
Average Housing Value – 96k 
Median Home Income – 35k 
Walkability Score – 70

Garden District – 2016
Owner Occupancy Rate – 40%
Vacancy Rate – 18% 
Building Permits ($5000+) – 9
Open Code Violations – 32
Median Housing Value – 69k 
Median Home Income – 37k 
Walkability Score – 75

South Side – 2016
Owner Occupancy Rate – 33%
Vacancy Rate – 22% 
Building Permits ($5000+) – 2
Open Code Violations – 15
Median Housing Value – 62k 
Median Home Income – 28k 
Walkability Score – 51

West End – 2016
Owner Occupancy Rate – 62%
Vacancy Rate – 13% 
Building Permits ($5000+) – 9
Open Code Violations – 7
Median Housing Value – 90k 
Median Home Income – 36k 
Walkability Score – 18

*Walkability Scores are calculated based on the number of 
commercial and social destinations within a short, walkable 
distance. Scores range from 0 (car dependent) to 100 
(most walkable), while areas with high walkability scores 
tend to be more highly valued by prospective home buyers.

EVALUATION METRICS & 
PROGRESS INDICATORS
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As place making and model block investments are 
made in the six target neighborhoods, and anchor 
projects are implemented, the City of Sandusky can 
track the outcomes of this work using the following 
evaluation metrics:

Economic indicators
Property Values (Data source: Erie County Auditor)

 ▶ Have neighborhood investments improved 
residential property values? 

Many factors influence property values. But progress 
can be measured by looking at annual sales prices 
for homes citywide, and comparing these values to 
home sales in each of the target neighborhoods. It 
may take three to five years to see any measurable 
differences, since the target neighborhoods are small 
and relatively few properties may change hands in a 
given year. 

Housing Investment (Data source: Sandusky Build-
ing Department)

 ▶ Are homeowners in target neighborhoods re-
investing in their properties?

This can be calculated as the annual percentage of 
properties in each neighborhood with rehabilitation 
permits over $5,000. It can also be measured by the 
number of residents participating in city housing 
programs (exterior repair, substantial redevelop-
ment, down payment assistance and landscaping).

Household and Family Incomes (Data source: 
American Community Survey)

 ▶ Do median household and family incomes rise in 
response to neighborhood investments?

The census occurs every ten years, but median 
household and family income are estimated through 
the American Community Survey in the years be-
tween. These data are only available at the city level-
-not by neighborhood, census tract, or block group. 
So, for example, we will not be able to tell whether 
incomes go up in the West End or the South Side. 
But based on the idea that neighborhood invest-
ments make the city as a whole more attractive, it 

would be useful to track the median annual house-
hold and family incomes to see if they increase, and 
at what rate, during the city’s bicentennial year and 
beyond.
A family, as defined by the census bureau, includes 
at least two related people living together. House-
holds can be a family, an individual or unrelated 
people living together. 

Based on surveys that were conducted by the US 
Census Bureau from 2011 through 2015 (released 
in December 2016), Sandusky’s median house-
hold income is $33,786; median family income is 
$42,928.

Property and Income Tax Revenues (Data Source: 
Erie County Auditor and Regional Income Tax 
Agency)

 ▶ Do property tax revenues municipal tax 
revenues increase in response to neighborhood 
investments?

As with household and family incomes, property and 
income tax revenues may need to be calculated city-
wide, rather than by neighborhood.

Quality of life indicators
Walkability (Data source: Walk Score)
The walkability of a neighborhood has a positive 
impact on home values. Homes located in more 
walkable neighborhoods—those with a mix of 
common daily shopping and social destinations 
within a short distance—command a price premium 
over otherwise similar homes in less walkable 
areas. Walk Score measures the number of typical 
consumer destinations within walking distance of a 
house, with scores ranging from 0 (car dependent) 
to 100 (most walkable). The destination categories 
include:

 ▶ drinking and dining establishments
 ▶ grocery stores
 ▶ shopping
 ▶ general errands
 ▶ parks
 ▶ schools
 ▶ culture and entertainment
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In the typical market, an additional one point in-
crease in Walk Score is associated with between an 
increase in home values of $500 and $3,000, after 
controlling for other factors that are known to in-
fluence housing values. This is based on an analysis 
of housing prices and walkability that estimate the 
value consumers attach to a variety of characteristics 
including nearby destinations, pedestrian amenities, 
and neighborhood features.

Taken as a whole, the Walk Score for Sandusky 
in 2017 is 47. This score indicates that Sandusky 
is a car-dependent city. However, Downtown 
Sandusky has a Walk Score of 79, indicating a 
very walkable area where most errands can be 
accomplished on foot.

The 2017 Walk Scores for the six target 
neighborhoods, based on a measurement point in 
the center of each neighborhood are:

 ▶ First thru Fifth: Walk Score of 55, a somewhat 
walkable neighborhood [Walk Score calculated 
using the intersection of 3rd Street and Ogontz as 
a reference point]

 ▶ Cove District: Walk Score of 66, a somewhat 
walkable neighborhood [Walk Score calculated 
using the intersection of Meigs Street and Dutch 
Lane as a reference point]

 ▶ South Side: Walk Score of 51, a somewhat 
walkable neighborhood [Walk Score calculated 
using the intersection of Camp Street and 
Buchanan as a reference point] 

 ▶ South of Kilbourne: Walk Score of 70, a very 
walkable neighborhood [Walk Score calculated 
using the intersection of Wayne Street and Neil 
as a reference point]

 ▶ Garden District: Walk Score of 75, a very 
walkable neighborhood [Walk Score calculated 
using the intersection of Hayes Avenue and Polk 
Street as a reference point]

 ▶ West End: 2017 Walk Score of 18, a car-
dependent neighborhood [Walk Score calculated 
using the intersection of Venice Road and Cold 
Creek Boulevard as a reference point] 

By comparing Walk Scores from year to year in the 
six neighborhoods, the city can estimate the impact 
of anchor projects, model blocks, and place mak-
ing investments as they are implemented. The six 
target neighborhoods should see an increase in Walk 
Scores, and perhaps a corresponding increase in 
residential property values.1

Infrastructure (Data source: Sandusky Public 
Services Department)

 ▶ Is the condition of streets, sidewalks, and alleys 
improving?

Linear feet and dollar value of infrastructure im-
provements.

Crime and Perceptions of Safety (Data Sources: 
Crime Scout; City of Sandusky crime data)

 ▶ Do neighborhoods where place making efforts 
and model blocks investments are implemented 
experience a per capita decline in property 
crimes? 

Efforts to track crime data could focus on property 
crimes such as vandalism, car thefts, home break-
ins, and illegal dumping. Property crime involves 
the taking of property, and does not involve force or 
threat of force against a victim. These are the kinds of 
criminal activities most likely to decrease in response 
to place making and model blocks investments.

In 2015, the property crime rate for the City of San-
dusky was 34.15 per 1, 000 population, higher than 
average when compared to all other communities in 
the US of all population sizes.2 The property crime 
rate is influenced by many factors and it would be 
nearly impossible to determine if any reduction in 
the rate could be tied to specific place making invest-
ments. However, tracking the crime rate by neigh-
borhood, if possible, could be used to support public 
education and neighborhood block watch efforts.
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increasingly being used in some communities to 
measure the impacts of place making investments. 
To be effective, a survey would need to be developed 
and issued before implementation efforts for the 
neighborhood plans begin, preferably by the end of 
2017. Then, the survey would be reissued annually 
or biannually, providing the city with useful data on 
a series of progress indicators.

The most efficient way to conduct a survey is online, 
using Survey Monkey, getfeedback or a similar tool. 
If this would miss too many people who lack internet 
access, a paper survey could also be issued. However, 
a paper survey would incur costs for printing, 
postage, and hand-tabulating the survey results. 

Sandusky’s Community Quality of Life Survey could 
be short and user-friendly, to encourage widespread 
participation. It could be issued only to residents 
in the target areas, or it could be issued citywide 
to allow for a comparison between perceptions in 
target areas versus the city as a whole. 

The survey would begin with a map, where residents 
are asked to identify the area of the city where they 
live. Keeping the survey anonymous typically leads 
to better results and higher rates of participation, 
but we will want to see approximately where each 
survey participant lives. 

The survey could be limited to ten key indicators, 
such as:

1. Percentage of residents who say they feel 
“unsafe,” “fairly safe” or “very safe” outside 
during the day and after dark.

2. Percentage of residents who think that 
vandalism, graffiti, or other property damage 
is a problem in their neighborhood.

3. Percentage of residents who think that home 
maintenance/yard maintenance standards 
in their neighborhood are “improving,” 
“declining,” or “staying about the same.”

4. Percentage of residents who think that the 
condition of streets, sidewalks, alleys, parks, 
and public spaces in their neighborhood is 
“improving,” “declining,” or “staying about 
the same.”

Place Attachment
Homeownership / Proportion of housing units oc-
cupied (Data Source: American Community Survey)

 ▶ Do housing vacancy rates decline and 
homeownership rates increase when place 
making investments and model blocks programs 
are implemented?

Rental and homeowner vacancy rates and 
homeownership rates are available based on the 
decennial US census. Census data are available 
citywide and at the census tract block group level. 
Block groups roughly correspond to the boundaries 
of the target neighborhoods

In the ten years between censuses, annual estimates 
of housing occupancy and housing tenure are 
available, but these numbers are for the entire city, 
not broken down by census tracts, block groups or 
neighborhoods.

Housing code citations per 1000 properties 
(Data Source: City of Sandusky Division of Code 
Enforcement)

 ▶ Are there fewer housing code violations in Model 
Blocks areas?

 ▶ Is the rate of housing code compliance higher in 
Model Blocks areas?

Housing code citations may actually increase in 
the early part of a Model Blocks program, since 
enforcement efforts will be focused on these areas 
and residents may be more likely to share their 
complaints about problem properties with the city. 
But over time, targeted enforcement should yield a 
reduction in code citations and a higher rate of code 
compliance.

Residents’ self-reported quality of life and well-
being (Data Source: Community Quality of Life 
Survey)

Quality of life surveys measure residents’ 
perceptions about their neighborhoods. Surveys are 
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5. Percentage of residents who feel it’s easy to 
get around in their neighborhood on foot, by 
bike, via transit, and by car. 

6. Percentage of residents in who have 
participated in events and activities in their 
neighborhoods “frequently,” “occasionally,” 
or “not at all” over the past year.

7. Percentage of people who feel they 
can influence decisions affecting their 
neighborhood.

8. Percentage of residents who find it easy to 
access key local services.

9. Percentage of residents who recognize 
and identify with the name of their 
neighborhood.

10. Percentage of residents who agree or strongly 
agree with the statement that “Sandusky is a 
great place to live.”

Neighborhood Identity and Branding
In addition to collecting responses through the 
quality of life survey, the city could track awareness 
and identification with neighborhood names and 
branding efforts via a Twitter and Instagram 
hashtag campaign. A city could develop a marketing 
campaign or contest to encourage residents to 
use hashtags like #covedistrict, #southside, 
#healthyhayes, etc. The city could track the extent to 
which these neighborhood names are being adopted. 

Notes
1  CEOs for Cities. Walking the Walk: How Walkability 
Raises Home Values in US Cities. August 2009. 
2  Sandusky, Ohio Crime Rates, www.
neighborhoodscout.com/oh/sandusky/crime.

Sources: Erie County Auditor (Median Housing 
Value); Census - American Community Survey 
(Owner Occupancy Rate, Vacancy Rate, Median 
Home Income); Sandusky Building Division (Building 
Permits), Sandusky Code Enforcement Division 
(Code Violations), Walk Score (Walkability Ratings).
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APPENDIX
Baseline Data for Target 
Neighborhoods
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COVE DISTRICT
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Housing Profile
Polygon Prepared by Esri
Area: 0.17 square miles

Population Households
2010 Total Population 338 2016 Median Household Income $22,623
2016 Total Population 330 2021 Median Household Income $22,623
2021 Total Population 325 2016-2021 Annual Rate 0.00%
2016-2021 Annual Rate -0.30%

        Census 2010          2016          2021
Housing Units by Occupancy Status and Tenure Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

Total Housing Units 222 100.0% 222 100.0% 222 100.0%
Occupied 151 68.0% 149 67.1% 148 66.7%

Owner 56 25.2% 50 22.5% 49 22.1%
Renter 95 42.8% 99 44.6% 99 44.6%

Vacant 71 32.0% 73 32.9% 74 33.3%

         2016          2021
Owner Occupied Housing Units by Value Number Percent Number Percent

Total 50 100.0% 49 100.0%
<$50,000 7 14.0% 7 14.3%
$50,000-$99,999 36 72.0% 33 67.3%
$100,000-$149,999 4 8.0% 5 10.2%
$150,000-$199,999 2 4.0% 2 4.1%
$200,000-$249,999 1 2.0% 2 4.1%
$250,000-$299,999 0 0.0% 0 0.0%
$300,000-$399,999 0 0.0% 0 0.0%
$400,000-$499,999 0 0.0% 0 0.0%
$500,000-$749,999 0 0.0% 0 0.0%
$750,000-$999,999 0 0.0% 0 0.0%
$1,000,000+ 0 0.0% 0 0.0%

Median Value $75,000 $76,515
Average Value $79,000 $83,163

Census 2010 Housing Units Number Percent
Total 222 100.0%

In Urbanized Areas 0 0.0%
In Urban Clusters 222 100.0%
Rural Housing Units 0 0.0%

Data Note: Persons of Hispanic Origin may be of any race.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2010 Summary File 1. 

April 05, 2017

©2016 Esri Page 1 of 2
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Housing Profile
Polygon Prepared by Esri
Area: 0.17 square miles

Census 2010 Owner Occupied Housing Units by Mortgage Status Number Percent
Total 56 100.0%

Owned with a Mortgage/Loan 37 66.1%
Owned Free and Clear 19 33.9%

Census 2010 Vacant Housing Units by Status
Number Percent

Total 71 100.0%
For Rent 17 23.9%
Rented- Not Occupied 0 0.0%
For Sale Only 7 9.9%
Sold - Not Occupied 2 2.8%
Seasonal/Recreational/Occasional Use 21 29.6%
For Migrant Workers 0 0.0%
Other Vacant 7 9.9%

Census 2010 Occupied Housing Units by Age of Householder and Home Ownership
            Owner Occupied Units

Occupied Units Number % of Occupied
Total 150 55 36.7%

15-24 8 1 12.5%
25-34 20 5 25.0%
35-44 20 7 35.0%
45-54 32 13 40.6%
55-64 30 12 40.0%
65-74 20 9 45.0%
75-84 14 6 42.9%
85+ 6 2 33.3%

Census 2010 Occupied Housing Units by Race/Ethnicity of Householder and Home Ownership
            Owner Occupied Units

Occupied Units Number % of Occupied
Total 151 56 37.1%

White Alone 114 47 41.2%
Black/African American 
Alone

31 7 22.6%
American Indian/Alaska 
Native Alone

2 1 50.0%
Asian Alone 0 0 0.0%
Pacific Islander Alone 0 0 0.0%
Other Race Alone 0 0 0.0%
Two or More Races 4 1 25.0%

Hispanic Origin 4 2 50.0%

Census 2010 Occupied Housing Units by Size and Home Ownership
            Owner Occupied Units

Occupied Units Number % of Occupied
Total 152 57 37.5%

1-Person 72 17 23.6%
2-Person 40 20 50.0%
3-Person 19 10 52.6%
4-Person 12 7 58.3%
5-Person 6 2 33.3%
6-Person 1 0 0.0%
7+ Person 2 1 50.0%

Data Note: Persons of Hispanic Origin may be of any race.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2010 Summary File 1. 

April 05, 2017

©2016 Esri Page 2 of 2
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First thru Fifth Neighborhood
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Housing Profile
Polygon 2 Prepared by Esri
Area: 0.2 square miles

Population Households
2010 Total Population 1,214 2016 Median Household Income $50,399
2016 Total Population 1,165 2021 Median Household Income $54,412
2021 Total Population 1,138 2016-2021 Annual Rate 1.54%
2016-2021 Annual Rate -0.47%

        Census 2010          2016          2021
Housing Units by Occupancy Status and Tenure Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

Total Housing Units 580 100.0% 580 100.0% 580 100.0%
Occupied 523 90.2% 510 87.9% 503 86.7%

Owner 395 68.1% 370 63.8% 363 62.6%
Renter 128 22.1% 140 24.1% 140 24.1%

Vacant 57 9.8% 69 11.9% 77 13.3%

         2016          2021
Owner Occupied Housing Units by Value Number Percent Number Percent

Total 371 100.0% 363 100.0%
<$50,000 43 11.6% 36 9.9%
$50,000-$99,999 181 48.8% 134 36.9%
$100,000-$149,999 114 30.7% 127 35.0%
$150,000-$199,999 18 4.9% 31 8.5%
$200,000-$249,999 15 4.0% 35 9.6%
$250,000-$299,999 0 0.0% 0 0.0%
$300,000-$399,999 0 0.0% 0 0.0%
$400,000-$499,999 0 0.0% 0 0.0%
$500,000-$749,999 0 0.0% 0 0.0%
$750,000-$999,999 0 0.0% 0 0.0%
$1,000,000+ 0 0.0% 0 0.0%

Median Value $89,365 $104,528
Average Value $95,485 $110,537

Census 2010 Housing Units Number Percent
Total 580 100.0%

In Urbanized Areas 0 0.0%
In Urban Clusters 580 100.0%
Rural Housing Units 0 0.0%

Data Note: Persons of Hispanic Origin may be of any race.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2010 Summary File 1. 

April 05, 2017

©2016 Esri Page 1 of 2
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Housing Profile
Polygon 2 Prepared by Esri
Area: 0.2 square miles

Census 2010 Owner Occupied Housing Units by Mortgage Status Number Percent
Total 395 100.0%

Owned with a Mortgage/Loan 276 69.9%
Owned Free and Clear 119 30.1%

Census 2010 Vacant Housing Units by Status
Number Percent

Total 57 100.0%
For Rent 14 24.6%
Rented- Not Occupied 1 1.8%
For Sale Only 14 24.6%
Sold - Not Occupied 0 0.0%
Seasonal/Recreational/Occasional Use 3 5.3%
For Migrant Workers 0 0.0%
Other Vacant 20 35.1%

Census 2010 Occupied Housing Units by Age of Householder and Home Ownership
            Owner Occupied Units

Occupied Units Number % of Occupied
Total 523 396 75.7%

15-24 18 7 38.9%
25-34 97 54 55.7%
35-44 76 55 72.4%
45-54 129 104 80.6%
55-64 88 71 80.7%
65-74 54 47 87.0%
75-84 40 39 97.5%
85+ 21 19 90.5%

Census 2010 Occupied Housing Units by Race/Ethnicity of Householder and Home Ownership
            Owner Occupied Units

Occupied Units Number % of Occupied
Total 522 394 75.5%

White Alone 467 362 77.5%
Black/African American 
Alone

46 28 60.9%
American Indian/Alaska 
Native Alone

0 0 0.0%
Asian Alone 1 1 100.0%
Pacific Islander Alone 0 0 0.0%
Other Race Alone 0 0 0.0%
Two or More Races 8 3 37.5%

Hispanic Origin 9 7 77.8%

Census 2010 Occupied Housing Units by Size and Home Ownership
            Owner Occupied Units

Occupied Units Number % of Occupied
Total 524 396 75.6%

1-Person 166 120 72.3%
2-Person 176 145 82.4%
3-Person 82 61 74.4%
4-Person 60 44 73.3%
5-Person 30 20 66.7%
6-Person 7 4 57.1%
7+ Person 3 2 66.7%

Data Note: Persons of Hispanic Origin may be of any race.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2010 Summary File 1. 

April 05, 2017

©2016 Esri Page 2 of 2
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South of Kilbourne Plat
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Housing Profile
Polygon 3 Prepared by Esri
Area: 0.24 square miles

Population Households
2010 Total Population 1,244 2016 Median Household Income $34,708
2016 Total Population 1,219 2021 Median Household Income $38,495
2021 Total Population 1,199 2016-2021 Annual Rate 2.09%
2016-2021 Annual Rate -0.33%

        Census 2010          2016          2021
Housing Units by Occupancy Status and Tenure Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

Total Housing Units 578 100.0% 578 100.0% 578 100.0%
Occupied 501 86.7% 495 85.6% 491 84.9%

Owner 257 44.5% 234 40.5% 233 40.3%
Renter 244 42.2% 261 45.2% 258 44.6%

Vacant 77 13.3% 83 14.4% 87 15.1%

         2016          2021
Owner Occupied Housing Units by Value Number Percent Number Percent

Total 234 100.0% 234 100.0%
<$50,000 37 15.8% 28 12.0%
$50,000-$99,999 97 41.5% 68 29.1%
$100,000-$149,999 47 20.1% 40 17.1%
$150,000-$199,999 29 12.4% 49 20.9%
$200,000-$249,999 7 3.0% 16 6.8%
$250,000-$299,999 10 4.3% 21 9.0%
$300,000-$399,999 6 2.6% 10 4.3%
$400,000-$499,999 1 0.4% 2 0.9%
$500,000-$749,999 0 0.0% 0 0.0%
$750,000-$999,999 0 0.0% 0 0.0%
$1,000,000+ 0 0.0% 0 0.0%

Median Value $91,237 $126,250
Average Value $111,218 $141,667

Census 2010 Housing Units Number Percent
Total 578 100.0%

In Urbanized Areas 0 0.0%
In Urban Clusters 578 100.0%
Rural Housing Units 0 0.0%

Data Note: Persons of Hispanic Origin may be of any race.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2010 Summary File 1. 

April 05, 2017

©2016 Esri Page 1 of 2
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Housing Profile
Polygon 3 Prepared by Esri
Area: 0.24 square miles

Census 2010 Owner Occupied Housing Units by Mortgage Status Number Percent
Total 257 100.0%

Owned with a Mortgage/Loan 182 70.8%
Owned Free and Clear 75 29.2%

Census 2010 Vacant Housing Units by Status
Number Percent

Total 77 100.0%
For Rent 38 49.4%
Rented- Not Occupied 0 0.0%
For Sale Only 8 10.4%
Sold - Not Occupied 1 1.3%
Seasonal/Recreational/Occasional Use 0 0.0%
For Migrant Workers 0 0.0%
Other Vacant 26 33.8%

Census 2010 Occupied Housing Units by Age of Householder and Home Ownership
            Owner Occupied Units

Occupied Units Number % of Occupied
Total 502 258 51.4%

15-24 39 6 15.4%
25-34 83 28 33.7%
35-44 83 33 39.8%
45-54 117 65 55.6%
55-64 81 54 66.7%
65-74 55 41 74.5%
75-84 30 22 73.3%
85+ 14 9 64.3%

Census 2010 Occupied Housing Units by Race/Ethnicity of Householder and Home Ownership
            Owner Occupied Units

Occupied Units Number % of Occupied
Total 502 258 51.4%

White Alone 391 221 56.5%
Black/African American 
Alone

94 32 34.0%
American Indian/Alaska 
Native Alone

2 1 50.0%
Asian Alone 4 1 25.0%
Pacific Islander Alone 0 0 0.0%
Other Race Alone 3 2 66.7%
Two or More Races 8 1 12.5%

Hispanic Origin 24 9 37.5%

Census 2010 Occupied Housing Units by Size and Home Ownership
            Owner Occupied Units

Occupied Units Number % of Occupied
Total 502 257 51.2%

1-Person 152 65 42.8%
2-Person 165 101 61.2%
3-Person 76 39 51.3%
4-Person 59 30 50.8%
5-Person 32 16 50.0%
6-Person 9 1 11.1%
7+ Person 9 5 55.6%

Data Note: Persons of Hispanic Origin may be of any race.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2010 Summary File 1. 

April 05, 2017

©2016 Esri Page 2 of 2
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Garden District



153

Housing Profile
Polygon 4 Prepared by Esri
Area: 0.3 square miles

Population Households
2010 Total Population 2,664 2016 Median Household Income $36,944
2016 Total Population 2,523 2021 Median Household Income $41,019
2021 Total Population 2,443 2016-2021 Annual Rate 2.11%
2016-2021 Annual Rate -0.64%

        Census 2010          2016          2021
Housing Units by Occupancy Status and Tenure Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

Total Housing Units 1,132 100.0% 1,132 100.0% 1,132 100.0%
Occupied 979 86.5% 931 82.2% 905 79.9%

Owner 519 45.8% 453 40.0% 440 38.9%
Renter 460 40.6% 478 42.2% 465 41.1%

Vacant 153 13.5% 201 17.8% 227 20.1%

         2016          2021
Owner Occupied Housing Units by Value Number Percent Number Percent

Total 453 100.0% 440 100.0%
<$50,000 71 15.7% 55 12.5%
$50,000-$99,999 285 62.9% 228 51.8%
$100,000-$149,999 65 14.3% 91 20.7%
$150,000-$199,999 15 3.3% 36 8.2%
$200,000-$249,999 0 0.0% 0 0.0%
$250,000-$299,999 0 0.0% 0 0.0%
$300,000-$399,999 9 2.0% 19 4.3%
$400,000-$499,999 0 0.0% 0 0.0%
$500,000-$749,999 0 0.0% 4 0.9%
$750,000-$999,999 0 0.0% 4 0.9%
$1,000,000+ 8 1.8% 3 0.7%

Median Value $77,281 $86,184
Average Value $103,863 $119,432

Census 2010 Housing Units Number Percent
Total 1,132 100.0%

In Urbanized Areas 0 0.0%
In Urban Clusters 1,132 100.0%
Rural Housing Units 0 0.0%

Data Note: Persons of Hispanic Origin may be of any race.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2010 Summary File 1. 

April 05, 2017

©2016 Esri Page 1 of 2
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Housing Profile
Polygon 4 Prepared by Esri
Area: 0.3 square miles

Census 2010 Owner Occupied Housing Units by Mortgage Status Number Percent
Total 519 100.0%

Owned with a Mortgage/Loan 383 73.8%
Owned Free and Clear 136 26.2%

Census 2010 Vacant Housing Units by Status
Number Percent

Total 153 100.0%
For Rent 46 30.1%
Rented- Not Occupied 2 1.3%
For Sale Only 19 12.4%
Sold - Not Occupied 11 7.2%
Seasonal/Recreational/Occasional Use 5 3.3%
For Migrant Workers 0 0.0%
Other Vacant 71 46.4%

Census 2010 Occupied Housing Units by Age of Householder and Home Ownership
            Owner Occupied Units

Occupied Units Number % of Occupied
Total 981 520 53.0%

15-24 51 8 15.7%
25-34 211 72 34.1%
35-44 174 79 45.4%
45-54 197 109 55.3%
55-64 178 125 70.2%
65-74 99 72 72.7%
75-84 52 42 80.8%
85+ 19 13 68.4%

Census 2010 Occupied Housing Units by Race/Ethnicity of Householder and Home Ownership
            Owner Occupied Units

Occupied Units Number % of Occupied
Total 979 519 53.0%

White Alone 760 455 59.9%
Black/African American 
Alone

182 54 29.7%
American Indian/Alaska 
Native Alone

1 1 100.0%
Asian Alone 0 0 0.0%
Pacific Islander Alone 0 0 0.0%
Other Race Alone 12 3 25.0%
Two or More Races 24 6 25.0%

Hispanic Origin 37 11 29.7%

Census 2010 Occupied Housing Units by Size and Home Ownership
            Owner Occupied Units

Occupied Units Number % of Occupied
Total 981 520 53.0%

1-Person 243 110 45.3%
2-Person 307 197 64.2%
3-Person 187 86 46.0%
4-Person 134 73 54.5%
5-Person 65 30 46.2%
6-Person 29 15 51.7%
7+ Person 16 9 56.2%

Data Note: Persons of Hispanic Origin may be of any race.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2010 Summary File 1. 

April 05, 2017

©2016 Esri Page 2 of 2
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West End
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Housing Profile
Polygon 6 Prepared by Esri
Area: 0.83 square miles

Population Households
2010 Total Population 1,381 2016 Median Household Income $36,372
2016 Total Population 1,361 2021 Median Household Income $39,976
2021 Total Population 1,344 2016-2021 Annual Rate 1.91%
2016-2021 Annual Rate -0.25%

        Census 2010          2016          2021
Housing Units by Occupancy Status and Tenure Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

Total Housing Units 693 100.0% 697 100.0% 698 100.0%
Occupied 615 88.7% 610 87.5% 606 86.8%

Owner 452 65.2% 429 61.5% 426 61.0%
Renter 163 23.5% 181 26.0% 180 25.8%

Vacant 78 11.3% 87 12.5% 93 13.3%

         2016          2021
Owner Occupied Housing Units by Value Number Percent Number Percent

Total 429 100.0% 426 100.0%
<$50,000 94 21.9% 59 13.8%
$50,000-$99,999 148 34.5% 101 23.7%
$100,000-$149,999 81 18.9% 109 25.6%
$150,000-$199,999 44 10.3% 64 15.0%
$200,000-$249,999 39 9.1% 52 12.2%
$250,000-$299,999 22 5.1% 40 9.4%
$300,000-$399,999 0 0.0% 0 0.0%
$400,000-$499,999 0 0.0% 0 0.0%
$500,000-$749,999 0 0.0% 0 0.0%
$750,000-$999,999 0 0.0% 0 0.0%
$1,000,000+ 1 0.2% 1 0.2%

Median Value $90,709 $124,312
Average Value $110,373 $135,739

Census 2010 Housing Units Number Percent
Total 693 100.0%

In Urbanized Areas 0 0.0%
In Urban Clusters 693 100.0%
Rural Housing Units 0 0.0%

Data Note: Persons of Hispanic Origin may be of any race.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2010 Summary File 1. 

April 05, 2017
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Housing Profile
Polygon 6 Prepared by Esri
Area: 0.83 square miles

Census 2010 Owner Occupied Housing Units by Mortgage Status Number Percent
Total 452 100.0%

Owned with a Mortgage/Loan 245 54.2%
Owned Free and Clear 207 45.8%

Census 2010 Vacant Housing Units by Status
Number Percent

Total 78 100.0%
For Rent 32 41.0%
Rented- Not Occupied 0 0.0%
For Sale Only 19 24.4%
Sold - Not Occupied 2 2.6%
Seasonal/Recreational/Occasional Use 17 21.8%
For Migrant Workers 0 0.0%
Other Vacant 17 21.8%

Census 2010 Occupied Housing Units by Age of Householder and Home Ownership
            Owner Occupied Units

Occupied Units Number % of Occupied
Total 616 453 73.5%

15-24 32 10 31.2%
25-34 59 30 50.8%
35-44 78 49 62.8%
45-54 134 94 70.1%
55-64 116 98 84.5%
65-74 87 79 90.8%
75-84 81 66 81.5%
85+ 29 27 93.1%

Census 2010 Occupied Housing Units by Race/Ethnicity of Householder and Home Ownership
            Owner Occupied Units

Occupied Units Number % of Occupied
Total 614 452 73.6%

White Alone 561 427 76.1%
Black/African American 
Alone

32 16 50.0%
American Indian/Alaska 
Native Alone

2 1 50.0%
Asian Alone 2 1 50.0%
Pacific Islander Alone 0 0 0.0%
Other Race Alone 5 2 40.0%
Two or More Races 12 5 41.7%

Hispanic Origin 14 9 64.3%

Census 2010 Occupied Housing Units by Size and Home Ownership
            Owner Occupied Units

Occupied Units Number % of Occupied
Total 615 453 73.7%

1-Person 209 154 73.7%
2-Person 220 171 77.7%
3-Person 102 67 65.7%
4-Person 53 36 67.9%
5-Person 19 15 78.9%
6-Person 10 9 90.0%
7+ Person 2 1 50.0%

Data Note: Persons of Hispanic Origin may be of any race.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2010 Summary File 1. 

April 05, 2017
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South Side
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Housing Profile
Polygon 5 Prepared by Esri
Area: 0.36 square miles

Population Households
2010 Total Population 1,500 2016 Median Household Income $28,089
2016 Total Population 1,492 2021 Median Household Income $30,316
2021 Total Population 1,484 2016-2021 Annual Rate 1.54%
2016-2021 Annual Rate -0.11%

        Census 2010          2016          2021
Housing Units by Occupancy Status and Tenure Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

Total Housing Units 728 100.0% 728 100.0% 731 100.0%
Occupied 564 77.5% 565 77.6% 563 77.0%

Owner 256 35.2% 237 32.6% 236 32.3%
Renter 308 42.3% 328 45.1% 327 44.7%

Vacant 164 22.5% 163 22.4% 168 23.0%

         2016          2021
Owner Occupied Housing Units by Value Number Percent Number Percent

Total 238 100.0% 236 100.0%
<$50,000 43 18.1% 35 14.8%
$50,000-$99,999 141 59.2% 118 50.0%
$100,000-$149,999 37 15.5% 52 22.0%
$150,000-$199,999 4 1.7% 10 4.2%
$200,000-$249,999 0 0.0% 0 0.0%
$250,000-$299,999 0 0.0% 0 0.0%
$300,000-$399,999 0 0.0% 0 0.0%
$400,000-$499,999 0 0.0% 1 0.4%
$500,000-$749,999 7 2.9% 11 4.7%
$750,000-$999,999 6 2.5% 9 3.8%
$1,000,000+ 0 0.0% 0 0.0%

Median Value $76,950 $85,169
Average Value $111,765 $140,572

Census 2010 Housing Units Number Percent
Total 728 100.0%

In Urbanized Areas 0 0.0%
In Urban Clusters 728 100.0%
Rural Housing Units 0 0.0%

Data Note: Persons of Hispanic Origin may be of any race.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2010 Summary File 1. 

April 05, 2017
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Housing Profile
Polygon 5 Prepared by Esri
Area: 0.36 square miles

Census 2010 Owner Occupied Housing Units by Mortgage Status Number Percent
Total 256 100.0%

Owned with a Mortgage/Loan 156 60.9%
Owned Free and Clear 100 39.1%

Census 2010 Vacant Housing Units by Status
Number Percent

Total 164 100.0%
For Rent 74 45.1%
Rented- Not Occupied 1 0.6%
For Sale Only 17 10.4%
Sold - Not Occupied 5 3.0%
Seasonal/Recreational/Occasional Use 2 1.2%
For Migrant Workers 0 0.0%
Other Vacant 42 25.6%

Census 2010 Occupied Housing Units by Age of Householder and Home Ownership
            Owner Occupied Units

Occupied Units Number % of Occupied
Total 565 256 45.3%

15-24 35 2 5.7%
25-34 96 14 14.6%
35-44 79 27 34.2%
45-54 108 44 40.7%
55-64 100 50 50.0%
65-74 58 45 77.6%
75-84 67 55 82.1%
85+ 22 19 86.4%

Census 2010 Occupied Housing Units by Race/Ethnicity of Householder and Home Ownership
            Owner Occupied Units

Occupied Units Number % of Occupied
Total 564 256 45.4%

White Alone 278 160 57.6%
Black/African American 
Alone

258 90 34.9%
American Indian/Alaska 
Native Alone

4 1 25.0%
Asian Alone 1 0 0.0%
Pacific Islander Alone 0 0 0.0%
Other Race Alone 8 1 12.5%
Two or More Races 15 4 26.7%

Hispanic Origin 21 5 23.8%

Census 2010 Occupied Housing Units by Size and Home Ownership
            Owner Occupied Units

Occupied Units Number % of Occupied
Total 563 255 45.3%

1-Person 174 90 51.7%
2-Person 177 98 55.4%
3-Person 92 31 33.7%
4-Person 65 20 30.8%
5-Person 34 9 26.5%
6-Person 17 5 29.4%
7+ Person 4 2 50.0%

Data Note: Persons of Hispanic Origin may be of any race.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2010 Summary File 1. 

April 05, 2017
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